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Rationale
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to all children from birth to five years –
to the end of the Reception year. At Greenmount Primary School, all pupils join us at the
beginning of the school year in which they are five. (Compulsory schooling begins at the
start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday.) They are admitted according to the Isle
of Wight’s Admissions Policy. Although the Early Years Foundation Stage prepares
children for later schooling, we recognise it as a unique phase, important in its own right.
The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the
Early Years Foundation Stage.
Children join us from a range of pre-school settings all of which follow the same
framework (EYFS). The principles which guide this are:
A Unique Child – every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving
and secure relationships with parents and/or a Key Person.
Enabling Environments – the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending
children’s development and learning.
Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different ways and at different
rates and all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected.
(Development Matters 2012)
Aims
The curriculum of the EYFS underpins all future learning by supporting, promoting and
developing children’s –
 Communication and language giving children opportunities to experience a rich
language environment to develop confidence and speaking skills
 Physical development to include movement, health and body awareness, using and
applying
 Personal, social and emotional development to include positive attitudes and
dispositions towards their learning, social skills and attention skills and persistence
 Literacy through encouraging children to link sounds and letters and begin to read
and write
 Mathematics to include opportunities to develop and improve skills in counting,
understanding number and simple calculations, including shape, space and measures
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Understanding the world guiding children to make sense of their physical world and
community, finding out about people, places, technology and the environment
Expressive arts and design involving children to explore and play with a wide range
of media and materials expressing ideas, exploring media, imaginative play and music,
movement and dance.

Learning and Teaching Style
The effective features of learning and teaching apply in the EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key
Stage 2.
The more general features of good practice in Greenmount School that relate to the EYFS
are:
 The partnership between parents and teachers, so that our children feel secure at
school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement
 The understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn and how
this affects their teaching
 The range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear
explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk
or other means of communication
 The carefully planned, broad and balanced curriculum that helps children achieve
the Good Level of Development (GLD) by the end of the EYFS
 The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their
interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities
 The encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning and to
develop independence and self-management
 The support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space,
facilities and equipment
 The identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through
observations which are regularly shared with parents
 The good relationships and regular monitoring to evaluate and improve what we do
 The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the EYFS

Play
We believe that play is the most powerful way in which young children learn. Through play,
our children explore and develop learning experiences which help them make sense of the
world:
 They practice and build upon ideas and learn how to control themselves and
understand the need for rules.
 They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on
their own.
 They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.
2

Together, we nurture the future
 They express fears or relive anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.
We do not make a distinction between ‘work’ and ‘play’.

Inclusion
At Greenmount Primary School we value all our children. We give our children every
opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of
life experiences when planning for their learning. The children’s interests influence
directly on planning for topics and activities. The planning is therefore flexible to allow for
adaptation to ensure the children’s passions and current knowledge is built upon
effectively.
We set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, to
support the children to meet the expected Early Learning Goals by the end of the EYFS.
Some children progress beyond these exceeding expectations. We achieve this by
responding to and planning for the needs of all pupils which may include – boys and girls,
children with Special Educational Needs, children who are More Able, children with
disabilities and children from differing social and cultural background, children from
different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.
We aim to meet the needs of our children by:
 Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience
and interests
 Using a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and help them
learn effectively
 Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all
children is valued
 Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and
stereotyping
 Monitoring children’s progress through observations and assessment and taking
action to provide support as necessary, including appropriate external support if
needed.

SEN (Special Educational Needs)
Some pupils will progress at rates outside the expectations and every child develops at
their own pace. We aim to identify any Special Educational Needs as early as possible and
provide appropriate support and challenge. Pupils may be placed on a register of pupils
with Special Educational Needs. Some pupils will have an Education Health Care Plan
(EHCP) and may receive external support. Parents/carers would be invited to be involved
in discussions and in developing these plans.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
The EYFS is guided primarily by the Department for Children, Schools and Families
(DCSF). This National guidance identifies the Early Learning Goals that children in the
EYFS should achieve across seven areas of learning and provides a development pathway
for each area.
The areas of learning are:
 Communication and language (CL)
 Physical development (PD)
 Personal, social and emotional development (PSED)
 Literacy (L)
 Mathematics (M)
 Understanding the world (UW)
 Expressive arts and design (EAD)

All areas of learning are developed across a wide range of provision areas in our classrooms
and outdoors, including structured play areas across each area. Throughout the week,
children experience a balance of opportunities to learn through their own initiated play and
through adult led class or group activities.

Collective Worship
In EYFS collective worship may take the form of a short ‘think about’ Circle Time. In
addition, children join in whole school assemblies when staff consider they would benefit
from these experiences. These daily acts of worship are broadly Christian in nature and
children are given opportunities to participate in significant celebrations throughout the
school year.

Assessments
We make ongoing assessments of children’s learning and use this information to ensure
that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of
observations, the majority of which are taken from child-initiated activities. Towards the
end of the EYFS some more formal assessments, such as phonic screening, may take place
if the teacher feels appropriate.
When a child enters the Reception class, the teacher uses information from parents/
carers, from the pre-school the child has attended and from informal discussions that
have taken place during the child’s induction, to aid planning for the term and to provide a
range of learning opportunities appropriate to the child. From then on, the teacher and
supporting adults will make observations of children while they are engaged in learning.
We use this information to modify the teaching programme for individuals and groups of
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children. We share this information from ongoing assessments with parents and children
through Tapestry observations and at termly parents’ evenings (which coincide with the
rest of the school’s parents’ evenings). As the children settle in to school life, teachers
will complete the Baseline assessment.
Documentation which supports observational assessments is recorded by the staff. This
may include photographs, examples of independent writing, drawings, paintings or
annotated work. Every child has an online Tapestry account which is accessible to their
parents/carers once they have given their permission. All children have a workbook, known
as a busy book, which is a collection of their independent writing, number work, drawings
and pictures. Parents have access to their child’s busy book and books are shared during
parents’ evening.
There is a statutory requirement to report on each child’s development annually during the
summer term, towards the ends of the EYFS. On occasions, this report and the supporting
evidence collected will be externally moderated. The data and report is then shared with
the staff in Year 1 to support each child’s transition from the EYFS as they continue their
learning journey.
Transition
Transition meetings occur throughout the school year between EYFS, Year 1 and SLT
staff, to discuss how effective the transition period was in the previous year and discuss
possible changes that may make it more effective in the future. This also provides an
opportunity to discuss how well children settle into Year 1 and how to continue to make the
transition as seamless as possible.
A significant number of Reception children are previously based at our on-site pre-school.
The EYFS teachers work closely with the Pre-school Manager to plan effective transitions
from pre-school to school. Reception staff meet regularly with the Pre-school Manager in
order to maintain pre-school and school links throughout the year. The transition period
can be altered depending on the cohort joining the school. Transitions can also be
extended for individual children or groups to ensure the smoothest transition possible.
Transition includes: visits to school throughout the summer term, opportunities to share
significant events (including sports day) and pre-school based story time - led by the
teachers.
Greenmount Primary School has children joining from a range of settings. To ensure all
children have a seamless transition, teachers visit the children in their settings. During
the summer term, children will participate in transition visits to the Reception classes,
visiting school and meeting staff. All children and parents are invited to have a one to one
meeting with a member of the EYFS team to gain a holistic view of each child prior to
starting school.
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Role of Parents
We recognise and value the important and vital role that parents have as their children’s
first educators and the contribution parents make towards their children’s ongoing
learning.
We:













Work with parents/carers to build a picture of the child’s abilities, interests and
development needs prior to the child entering the Reception class, by meeting with
parents at school for an informal discussion and using information through Tapestry.
Ensure that parents/carers have opportunities to become familiar with the
principles of the EYFS and curriculum framework and with how it is delivered at
Greenmount Primary School, by inviting parents to a series of information sessions
during the summer term before the child starts school and then through sessions
throughout the year. In addition, a follow up presentation to parents is available to
talk more in-depth about the curriculum once the children have settled in. The focus
during this presentation is based on how to support reading and learning at home and
explains how we use Tapestry to record the children’s progression.
Welcome contributions from parents/carers and provide opportunities for parents
to contribute from their own skills, knowledge and interests through Tapestry. This
helps staff to develop a holistic view of the child’s current stage of learning.
Involve parents/carers in shared record keeping about their own child and inform
them of their child’s progress on a regular basis through Tapestry.
Make sure that parents are kept well informed through the school weekly
newsletter (emailed to parents) and through individual notes in the child’s reading
diary.
Provide guidance, advice and resources to support home learning and through the
Reception class pages on the school website.
Make known to and consult with parents, providing them with key information and
documentation surrounding EYFS.
Make known to parents the systems for registering queries, complaints or
suggestions.

Resources and Playtimes
We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive
attitude to learning. We use materials and equipment which reflect both the local
community and wider world. We encourage the children to make their own selection of
activities and resources on offer and encourage independence.
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Our Reception classes are housed in brightly coloured classrooms with purpose built
toilets, leading directly from both classrooms. Doors from both classrooms lead straight
outside to the learning environment which has a stage, mud kitchen, play house and sand
pit. The children are encouraged to use all areas during the day. The children’s play is not
interrupted with breaks as the children learn and discover through play. Children are
encouraged to join adult-led activities, however we promote self-selecting tasks,
resources and areas of learning to build upon their independence and current interests.
The children always have the first sitting at lunch time and then play in their own outside
area supported by dinner staff and Year 6 children. During the summer term, children join
the rest of the school for lunch time activities supervised by lunch time staff.

Greenmount Primary School supports the Isle of Wight Early Years policy statement
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