Friday 18th December 2020

School Newsletter
Dear Children and Families,

May we take this opportunity to wish you all the most wonderful time with family and friends over the next
few weeks. Mrs Butler and I would like to share how proud we are of everyone here at Greenmount - the
children, the staff and the whole Greenmount community.
We have taken part in two virtual assemblies with the children this morning, sharing songs together and
ending with Year 5 Ayres class, presenting an end of year update with the whole school. Children in
Ayres class shared (very professionally) some of the challenges we have faced, but more importantly,
the many new opportunities this term has presented along with goals we have all achieved. Year 5 delivery and presentation of the news was exceptional and we very much look forward to the next class presenting in 2021- thank you.
I know that you will want to extend your thanks to members of staff who have supported Greenmount for
many years and to join with us in wishing them well as they move forward with new adventures.
We offer our kindest wishes and gratitude to Miss Wengermair. Jenny joined Greenmount in 2008 and
worked in our breakfast and after-school provisions. She built up a fantastic rapport with families and
worked with children from all year groups. She showed great skill in promoting positive play, encouraging
children to use their imaginations and to develop their creative skills . Jenny has also been supporting the
people of Ryde in her capacity as a carer. We express our thanks on behalf of the whole community, for
her dedication to supporting people during lockdown as one of the vital key workers.
Miss Wheatley, who worked as an HLTA (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) started at Greenmount
in 2014 and worked with children from all year groups. She shares fond wishes of working with Mr Alabie,
Miss Joyce, Mr Evans, Mrs Williams and Mrs Butler, in helping to support Year 5 and Year 2 children.
She also showed great dedication when helping with extra-curricular activities, supporting choirs, music
festivals and with the Greenmount Glee Club. Miss Wheatley loves to sing and particularly enjoyed every
opportunity to use this to promote grammar, punctuation and spelling! She also enjoyed a spot of competitive netball with colleagues...
Mrs Winkles has supported children from many different year groups, including Year 5 and Year
6. She has also supported Greenhaven and has helped to run after-school clubs. She has delivered support with Speech and Language programmes, helping children with additional needs. She is leaving us to
join Ryde Academy - so many of our children will get the opportunity to work with her again in the future!
We offer them all every success in their new opportunities and share our thanks for all of the support they
have provided to children and families at Greenmount. We never really say goodbye though, as former
colleagues remain very much part of the Greenmount family and we look forward to keeping in touch with
them and catching up with their news soon.
I look forward to introducing you to our new members of staff who are joining us here at Greenmount in
January.

Thank you to the staff here at Greenmount for their continued flexibility and dedication; thank you
to the children for managing so well to the changes to routines; thank you to parents and families
for your continued flexibility, understanding and cooperation where there have been changes to
drop off and collection areas due to the weather and a wet field. We remind our children daily
that: Together, we nurture the future and children remind us daily that they understand this and
use this to guide them with their daily choices. Keep it up children, we are incredibly proud of
you all. After Christmas, we look forward to the return of our Year 1 bubble who we have
missed this week but again, are proud of their remote learning achievements whilst at home.
A final reminder that from 1st January we will be using Parentapp as our main form of communication with parents. If you haven't signed up already, please do so as soon as possible to ensure that you continue to receive important messages and information from the school.
To sign up, please complete the online form in the link below:
https://forms.gle/5hrheEVuLfERRce8A"

Perhaps one thing to remember children during our time we are away is:
KINDNESS
“Try to be a rainbow in someone else's cloud.”
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”

Wishing you all a peaceful and happy holiday and I look forward to seeing you at the start of
term, which begins on January 4th 2021.
With very best wishes from
Miss Cox and Mrs Butler

Reception
We can't quite believe that the Reception children have now completed their first term at Greenmount! They have made steady progress despite weaving around the obstacles presented to us
this year. Children have adapted to home learning very well and we were so grateful for the interactions from families. We welcome you to send us posts on Tapestry during the Christmas holidays,
as sharing how your family celebrates can lead us to discuss different traditions and compare similarities and differences. We sent out a letter yesterday with suggested activities to continue supporting your child to learn to read.
We have been enjoying celebrating Christmas in school and have been learning about the Christmas story.
Have a fantastic Christmas break and we look forward to seeing
you soon.

Year 1
Many congratulations to all the year children for their wonderful home learning this
week. We look forward to sharing all their work in the new year.
Dates for your Diaries
Christmas break Monday 18th December to Friday 1st January 2021
01.02.21

Y5 Heritage Horticulture Project

09.02.21

Internet Safety Day

Half term break Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021
05.03.21

World Book Day

19.03.21

World Poetry Day
Together, we nurture the future.
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Year 2 have been busy creating some beautiful
Christmas decorations and writing an A-Z book of
London. See their wonderful work below.
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Year 3
In English, the children have been using powerful verbs and adjectives to make their story writing more
interesting for the reader. We have also been looking at using apostrophes for possession, (the children’s singing was superb).
As I have mentioned singing, I must say that Year 3 have met all expectations with their beautiful
Christmas songs. Songs have included: ‘Hustle Bustle, ‘Bumpy Journey’ and Greenmount’s traditional
Carol service ending ‘After Christmas.’ I am sure when you eventually get to hear these songs you will
agree that all children did an amazing job. Look out for the audio link on Google Classroom.
In Maths, children have been looking at length using rulers. We have measured in cm and mm to calculate the perimeter of 2D shapes.
We have also finished off our Stone Age topic this week. Mr Padley and myself are preparing our new
topic on ‘Volcanoes and Earthquakes’ for when we return after Christmas.
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and a peaceful new
year. The Year 3 team are looking forward to welcoming the children back in January for another busy
term.

Year 4

This week, Year 4 have been learning all about Egyptian writing and
the children have tried drawing their name in hieroglyphics on special papyrus paper. In English lessons, both classes have been writing about Howard
Carter's discovery of King Tutankhamun's tomb. During maths lessons, Morisot class have been deriving multiplication and division facts, as well as using the grid method to solve calculations. Chagall class have been busy
learning about fractions. Morisot class have also enjoyed writing and performing a news broadcast during an assembly last week.
We have enjoyed having lots of fun during Christmas parties and rehearsing
songs for the Christmas assembly and audio link that will be available on
Google Classroom.
Thank you for all of your support throughout the autumn term and the year 4
team wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas.

Year 5
Year 5 have continued to work extremely hard this week, both classes have continued to explore fractions and have finished their work on migratory animals.
Hockney class have now created two class books based on this topic and they are
in the process of being published.
Both classes have been rehearsing their songs and we cannot wait to share these
audio files with you on Google Classroom.
You may have noticed that on Tuesday, lots of children were leaving schools with
cam toy prototypes. The children thoroughly enjoyed making these and it was
lovely to see the teamwork and problem solving skills from all of the children. The
class has managed to write up what went well and what they would improve for
their final design; they can't wait to make their finished pieces in 2021.
The Year 5 team would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Year 6
This week, we have finished our Secret War diaries - please see from the images
below. We are very proud of these and have even shared them in our virtual assemblies. During English, we have been using drama while exploring 'Goodnight
Mister Tom' if you have not read it yet, we'd highly recommend it! In maths, we
have been recapping fractions, coordinates and angles which we will continue into
the New Year.
We look forward to sharing our hand sewn shadow puppets with you shortly.
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Together, we nurture the future.

A reminder of the arrangements for the Christmas Holiday regarding track
and trace.
Following the most recent guidance from the government in response to coronavirus (COVID-19),
we are issuing information to parents in relation to the holiday period.
End of term arrangements
Our last day of term is Friday 18th December and children will return from the Christmas break as
originally planned on January 4th. School ends at the usual time on the last day of term.
Advice for schools and parents over the holidays
Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed
symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school does not need to be contacted.
Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.
For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19), having developed their symptoms within 48 hours of last being in school or before,
the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. In the event of this happening parents are requested to use the dedicated line to report any positive cases to the school on - 07376 258777.
School staff are not on-call to conduct any contact tracing throughout the duration of the holiday
period, apart from responding to a case if somebody who tested positive, had developed symptoms within 48 hours of last being in school or before.
I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your understanding, as we work to support all
guidance as it is updated. Do please contact the school office before the end of term if you have
any queries, or require any specific advice or support in relation to this communication. Apart
from the dedicated line to report positive cases, the school office will not be open during the holiday period. We will be issuing an end-of-term newsletter this week to offer our best wishes to you
and your families during the holiday season

Governors
Please see below a message for Mr Vaughan, the chair of Governors;
"Governors are pleased to hear about the children's recordings of their Christmas songs. Like
the rest of the school community, governors look forward to the Carol Concert each year and
are pleased that a virtual opportunity to share in this event could be found. The Chair of Governors personal favourite (other than the particular song his own daughter has been singing this
year) has always been "After Christmas". The governing body would like to extend to all of the
Greenmount community their heartfelt wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!"

Sports

Menu from Monday 4th January

