Friday 20th November 2020

School Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to thank all Year R children and their parents for the amazing work that they
have been completing at home this week and for uploading work and photographs to our
Tapestry remote learning resource. We are very proud of all that you have been doing at
home and thank our staff for sharing activities with you. I know that our children have enjoyed reading 'Geraldine the Giraffe' and have also been taking up her challenge to find
objects around the house in order to develop their phonics.
We look forward to discovering more about the puzzle activities that they have been set.
We really appreciate all of your support and understanding as we took the decision, following supportive advice, to close the bubble temporarily. We know that this can be a sensitive
decision for families and staff and I take this opportunity to thank Year R parents and the
whole community for helping us to keep everyone safe.
Mrs Butler and I have really appreciated your kind support and wishes on the gate each
morning and we can't thank you enough for your flexibility with our staggered drop-off and
collection arrangements.
As a school, we continue to do everything we can to ensure the schools days runs smoothly
for our children, families and our staff community. We all have family members, friends and
colleagues that we want to make sure are safe and we continue to thank you and all of our
Greenmount staff for their continued professionalism during these challenging times.
Stay safe,
Miss Cox

JEANS FOR GENES DAY

On Friday 20th November we supported Jeans for Genes day, students and staff came to
school in jeans for a donation of £1 . Many thanks to everyone who has donated.

Reception

In EYFS, we introduced our new topic on transport. We looked at photographs of various types of transport and the children loved telling us about times when they have
travelled on trains, buses or boats to make a journey. We explored a particular focus
on trains and have enjoyed reading stories and rehearsed repeating patterns using
two colours to colour the carriages. In Phonics, we have now learnt the first six
sounds s,a,t,p,i and n. Please support your child to practise these at home, with resources available on Tapestry. In maths, we have developed our numbers to ten by
putting a given number of dinosaurs onto a train and then finding the matching numeral. We even had time to learn about Remembrance Day and made some beauti-

Year 1
This half-term we are learning about different materials in science .We shall be
learning the names and properties of various materials . We have already sorted
some of the toys in the classroom into their different groups.
Our topic the half-term is Toys. We will be exploring what toys are made of and
also learn about toys from the past .
In maths, we are learning that a number bond is 2 numbers added together to

make another number. We are looking at different number bonds to make
the numbers up to 10.
In English, we have been reading ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’ and ‘Polar Bear Polar
Bear’ and writing sentences based on these stories. Some of us have made super
collages of the animals from the stories and lolly stick puppets.
It’s only week two but we’ve been very busy and have had a lot of fun!

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 2

Our learning is focused around The Great Fire of London this
half-term. We have been writing poetry based on the poem
'Crackle! Spit!' The poem focuses on Bonfire Night. We have
also been learning about different features of poetry; adjectives, onomatopoeia, similes, and rhyming words. Challenge
your children to shout some examples of onomatopoeia! In
Maths, we have been recapping and building upon our adding and subtracting skills, using lots of different tools and
methods to calculate. The children really enjoyed building paper bridges last week in Science as part of our Properties of
Materials unit.
We observed Remembrance Day, learning about why we
wear poppies and mixed warm colours to create a sunset remembrance painting. Photographed is Tate C, Tate T, LilyRose, Elexi and Phoebe's masterpieces.

Year 3

In English this week, children have been planning their persuasive letters asking the
three farmers to allow the Fox family to go free. By adding more relevant detail, children have learnt how to use conjunctions in order to extend their sentences. We have
also been looking at the correct use of ‘a / an.’ Please ask you children to see if they
can remember the rule.
In Maths, children have been subtracting 2 & 3 digit numbers using a variety of representations including number lines / part-whole method / place value counters &
Dienes. Pupils have also learnt how to check their calculations by using inverse methods.

In Science this week, Year 3 have continued with the topic of ‘Animals including Humans’ and have been looking at what makes a healthy diet. Children have looked at
the different food groups before planning their own healthy meal.
In History, we have been looking at ‘Skara Brae’ and where it is located in comparison
to the Isle of Wight. Children have taken an imaginary journey through a stone age village to see how a stone age house was designed and used by the people of this time.
In Design Technology we have been working hard to design and create our own puppets based on the characters from ‘Fantastic Mr Fox. I am sure you will all be impressed with their creative skills.
Well done Year 3 for another fabulous week!

Year 4
We have started looking at the life of King Tutankhamun in more detail to help us write biographies
about him.
Both classes have started to design and decorate their own canopic jars which have been wonderful
to see!

In Maths, Chagall have been exploring measurement, converting from mm to cm and beginning to
work out perimeters, whilst Morisot have been exploring different methods of addition and subtraction.
We have completed an exciting experiment about how sugary drinks can affect teeth. Ask your children which drink had the worst outcome!
Thanks to all children and parents who are reading at home, we ask that you try to aim to read at
least fifteen minutes every night please.
Each class has their own monitoring scheme and rewards are in place for those who do read regularly!

Year 5
Year 5 have continued to explore the Vikings. We have been using the
book 'Norse Myths' to explore the different gods and goddesses that
there were during Viking times. All the children have now created their
own Viking gods. They have chosen a name and made an origin story.
Both classes are now in the process of writing a biography about their
gods.
In Maths, both classes have been focusing on multiplication and division. This week we have looked at factors and the children have found
out that the number with the most factors under 100 is 96. All children
have been working extremely hard on their timetable knowledge and
Hockney class have thoroughly enjoyed racing to see who the multiplication champion is each day.
Year 5 have started a DT project where they are making a moving toy
that includes a cam mechanism. Children have explored what cams are
and how they can be used to make a toy move.
Year 6

This week, Whiteread have focused upon Remembrance day following
on from our WW2 project. They even led their own Remembrance Assembly. Please check on our Google Classroom to see the PowerPoint
of this.
Students also enjoyed taking part in the Odd Sock Day on Monday to
raise awareness about bullying.

Our focus for the coming weeks will be the Isle of Wight and the wider
world around us.

Together, we nurture the future.

School Council

School Council November 10th meeting

This week we interviewed Mr Evans,
as the start of numerous interviews
with our teachers around the school.

What do you like to do out of school?
I enjoy walking my one-year-old puppy and playing golf.
Why did you become a teacher?
I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do after university ,and someone suggested I’d be a good teacher, I gave it a try and I found out I loved it!
What do you like about being a teacher?

Every day is different! One day I might feel like the best teacher, the next day things might not
go to plan, but I am always learning!
What is your favourite subject to teach?
I like teaching P.E. the most.

Next time we are hoping to interview the school P.E. teacher, Mr Harris.

By Bella, School Council Secretary .

Sports

Focus Challenge
Star Jumps and Catch Clap!
The challenge is for each pupil to perform these at home with parents and siblings.
Please follow the instructions on the challenge cards below and perform the activity
for 60 seconds. Remember your score try and to beat your previous efforts.
You can do either, or both of these challenges.
Try to perform them daily, as there will also be opportunities to do them in school
with classmates and teachers, or as a break /lunchtime activity.
Remember this is a personal PE challenge, so you only need to compete against
yourself and try to beat your own score. There is no need to record scores or compare with others unless you want to.
Completing the challenges will help children to achieve the Chief Medical Officer's
recommended daily 60 minutes of exercise to keep us all fit and healthy.

A new online After School Sport Club was launched on 12th November to help fill the void
of school and community sport in children’s lives created by the latest lockdown.
Established by the Youth Sport Trust, children will be able to tune in from home and enjoy being led
through a range of fun, exciting and challenging activities which will help young people to stay fit and
healthy, while also supporting their broader personal development. The daily online ‘club’ sessions will be
led by YST athlete mentors including former British sprinter Jeanette Kwakye and Paralympian Kate Grey.
The club will then run every day at 5pm from 16th November for five weeks until 18th December.
Ali Oliver MBE, Chief Executive of the Youth Sport Trust, said:
“We know during the first national lockdown children’s activity levels fell impacting on their physical and
mental wellbeing. Now with grassroots community sport on pause, we need to be creative to find new
ways of helping children and young people to stay active and have fun playing.
We don’t want children to miss out on grassroots sport and extracurricular activities because of Coronavirus and that is why we have come together as a charity and called on our athlete mentors, to launch
one big, online sports club that children can access – wherever they are.
After-School Sport Club is just one of the ways we are living out our commitment to help every child enjoy the life changing benefits of play and sport. Sport has the power to unite us like nothing else. It has
the power to improve physical, social and emotional wellbeing.”
Every day, the After-School Sport Club will have a different theme based on which skills athlete mentors
focus on for children to develop. They are:


Adventure Monday – this might involve getting children to do floor wall climbing and map reading all
within their living room or home space.



Tuesday Play – Imaginative play utilising resources in the house to create games and activities to get
active.



Wild Wednesday – High tempo competitive activities involving personal challenges.



Thinking Thursday – Introducing cognitive challenges for children through movement. Games could
include active noughts and crosses, introducing an element of competition – whether that be against
themselves, the clock, their siblings or remotely against friends.



Fun Friday – A chance for children to let loose and have some fun. Dancing and doing what makes
them feel good

Jenna Downing, World Champion inline skater and athlete mentor for the Youth Sport Trust will
kick off the first After School Sport Club. She said:
“After School Sport Club is going to be so much fun. I think I speak on behalf of all the YST athlete mentors when I say that we can’t wait to launch and help children and young people fill the empty sport void
in their lives that has been created by this lockdown.
"Staying active and engaged in sport is one essential way that we can help mitigate the damage being
done to a generation of young people during these challenging times. After School Sport Club will teach
skill development and physical literacy but most of all it will be fun and a chance for children to connect
through sport.”
Sessions will be broadcast live for children and young people through the Youth Sport Trust’s YouTube
channel and access is free.
For more information, please visit www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub.

Menu from Tuesday 3 November 2020

Remote Learning
As you may be aware, schools are required to have a remote learning plan in place so that any child who
cannot attend school because of Covid-19 does not miss out on their learning.
In this section of the newsletter, we explain our plans for remote learning for children and families who
may have to self-isolate, or where local or national restrictions mean that children need to stay at home for
a period of time.
This includes if:
Your child needs to self-isolate for a few days whilst they are waiting for the outcome of a test.
Your child’s bubble needs to self-isolate for 14 days.
Whilst neither of these events may happen to you or your family, Greenmount staff want to ensure that if
they do, we are ready.
If your child needs to self-isolate whilst awaiting a test result: if they are not well, they should
simply recuperate from their illness. If they are well, then the children should focus on the key areas of
reading books and practising spelling of the year group’s spelling list and complete homework activities
set on Google Classroom. The children can also access BBC Bitesize learning (www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
primary) as well as rehearse their timetables.
If your child needs to isolate for 14 days due to a positive test in your house bubble: we will send
home a work pack relevant to your child along with a work book to complete the work.
If your child needs to isolate for 14 days due to a positive test in the school bubble and the school
bubble is sent home: we may send home a work pack with a work book to complete. Age related
work will also be added to Google Classroom or Tapestry for your child to access in the same way that we
accessed Google Classroom during the first lockdown.
EYFS
All Reception parents have a Tapestry account set up to receive observations of their child's learning. In
the event of any of the above, activities for your child to enjoy at home will be shared through Tapestry.
You are able to message the EYFS team directly and comment on posts to seek further support if required. The activities will be practical and fun to help them to rehearse learnt skills and extend their thinking. Useful websites to support home learning include; Phonic Play, Teach your Monster to Read, Cbeebies, YouTube - Geraldine the Giraffe.
During the Spring Term, all families received the login details in order to access Google Classroom.
Please contact the school office if your contact information/email details have changed so we can update
and add you to our Google Classroom mailing list.
Attendance: if a class is asked to self-isolate for 14 days, this is an automatic authorised absence.
Contact: Parent enquiries need to go through the normal procedure of the school office either by
telephone call or by emailing the school office. If you have any queries about any of the above or any general enquiries, please email: contactus@greenmount.iow.sch.uk

Parents are invited to read our Remote Learning Policy that can be found on our school website:
www.greenmount.iow.sch.uk.
The present lockdown does not affect the day to day school routine and we will endeavour to
keep this as normal as possible for the children and thank you for your ongoing support with this.
We ask that you are particularly careful when dropping the children to school and collecting. This
has been working well recently and we would like to remind our families to please keep to your
timings in order for us to have enough space for children and grown-ups to arrive and leave safely and allow opportunities to be on the school site at a safe distance. In addition, once you have
collected your child/children, please exit the school as soon as possible to allow other year
groups to leave – all at a safe distance.
You will be aware that we are using cones to create pathways in certain areas and this is particularly useful at the Year 1 drop off area – thank you for supporting us with this by walking around
the cones after saying goodbye to Year 1 children, allowing the later bubbles not to mix as they
line up and wait for access to the school.
There is no requirement at present for parents to wear masks during drop off and collection
times, however you may have noticed that some of our staff have started to wear face coverings
and you are welcome to do the same if you wish to do so.
Please can we also remind parents that items from home such as soft toys, umbrellas, bikes and
scooters are not yet allowed in school. School bags are only used to carry lunch boxes. Stationery is provided by the school for children to use.
We are also keen that all our families are supported during lockdown and know that there can be
a huge impact on finances. Please do let the school know if you require support from the foodbank and/or a free school meal application. Even if you are in KS1 and already have free
school meals, by applying for them, you enable the school to access additional funding that can
be used in a variety of ways to benefit the children further. Please contact the school office for
support with this and to receive an application form.

Greenmount Pre-school
Greenmount Pre-school is a Governor run pre-school located at the back of the
school site.
Our pre-school is rated ‘good’ by Ofsted and is led by the manager Alexandria
Heatherton and a team of dedicated pre-school practitioners.
We offer childcare and education for both funded and un-funded children from 2 5 years of age.
We work closely with the EYFS team to ensure a smooth transition into primary
school.
If you would like the opportunity to see the exciting things we have to offer please
contact Alexandria Heatherton directly on 01983 613189 or email
pre-school@greenmount.iow.sch.uk

Anti Bullying Week - United Against Bullying
We were so grateful for all of the children in supporting our odd sock day this week and
for helping us to celebrate all the things that make each and every one of us unique.
We include some pictures for you.

PTFA
We are pleased to announce that the PTFA will be reforming, so we can support the pupils and teachers
at Greenmount.
We already have a number of parents interested in getting it off the ground again, and would like to open
it up to all other parents / carers throughout the school. If you would like to register your interest please
contact greenmountpta@gmail.com in the first instance by 25th November.

Flu Immunisations
The flu team visited on Thursday 12th November and were very impressed with all the children
and their behaviour.
If your child missed the flu clinic and you would like them to receive the vaccine there are dates
available at drop-in clinics at various community clinics around the Island.
25/11/2020

West Newport Family Centre P030 5QT

15:30-17:30

05/12/2020

Sandown Family Centre P036 9EQ

09:30 -15:30

09/12/2020

Ryde Family Centre P033 2JF

15:30 -17:30

16/12/2020

West Newport Family Centre P030 5QT

09:30-17:30

06/01/2021

West Newport Family Centre P030 5QT

15:30 -17:30

Do not attend if you or anyone within your household has symptoms of Covid 19 which include
high temperature, new or persistent cough, a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste.

Dates for your Diaries
17.12.20

Christmas dinner for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

18.12.20

Christmas dinner for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

Christmas break Wednesday 23rd December to Friday 1st January 2021
09.02.21

Internet Safety Day

05.03.21

World Book Day

19.03.21

World Poetry Day

