
Dear Families, 

The children have now been back at school for three weeks and we are delighted to share 

with you that they have settled in so well to all new routines throughout the day including drop 

off and collection.  EYFS have also joined us and are in full time, having settled in incredibly 

well.  All of the staff here at Greenmount are so proud of everyone and would like to say thank 

you to parents and families for supporting us every single day.   
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Google Classroom 

Google Classroom has once again been set up for every new class and it is important that we have 

your up-to-date email contact details so you receive important class messages, school updates and 

announcements.   Every Friday, teachers will be posting Celebration Certificates onto class pages – 

again, please get in touch with the office if you need to update your email contact so you can join in 

the celebration of achievements.   

Virtual Parents Meetings 

The most recent parent/telephone consultations that have taken place this week have been a huge 

success and we thank you again for your flexibility and positive feedback as we trial new systems.  

Staff have really enjoyed talking to you and getting to know you, sharing the wonderful things that 

have been taking place in school over the weeks.  If you have not yet had the opportunity to talk to 

your class teacher, please contact the school office.   

 Start and End of the School Day  

Thank you for your ongoing support with the morning and end of day routines and for being patient as 

we refine systems when the weather is not so kind.  There will be days when we will try and reduce 

wet feet by shortening walks from classes to meet you at the end of the day (limiting the time children 

are on the field or even accessing the field).  We tried this yesterday and this seemed to work - thank 

you for listening out for your class name – this really does help as we ensure the safety of everyone – 

children and adults. When we have the front section of the school returned to us, we will endeavour to 

use the area closer to the front office.   By limiting just one adult for every drop off and collection also 

helps us all to keep safe and supports us while we follow the Government guidelines.  Please also re-

member that you are responsible for maintaining social distancing whilst you are bringing the children 

to the school site and must only arrive at the time you have been allocated. Please can we also ask 

that dogs stay away from the waiting area outside the school gates in order to allow a safe place for 

children to wait with grown ups if they arrive early - Thank you again for your support with us. We are 

proud of how independently the children are entering the school and with a smile and good morning to 

staff in the mornings. 



 

Free School Meals 

Every year, we write to you to inform you about how to apply for Free School Meals.  Due to the cur-

rent situation and the lockdown that has taken place most recently, family circumstances may have 

changed.  We wanted to remind you that you can apply for Free School Meals.  This is available for 

any child from EYFS to Year 6, even if your child receives Universal Free School meals in KS1, we 

encourage you to apply as this benefit will stay with your child throughout their journey through 

school and provides additional support above and beyond the free school meal that they receive 

daily. 

You can complete the form online at:  

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Free-School-Meals/Tasks and then send it di-

rectly to the IOW Council.  If you receive the following, you are eligible for Free School meals: 

* Income support 

* Income based jobseeker’s allowance 

* Income related employment and support allowance Support under part VI of Immigration and 

 Asylum Act 1999 

* The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

* Child tax credit (provided you do not receive working tax credit and have annual income, as 

 assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs that does not currently exceed £16,190) 

  Working tax Credit run-on-paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credits 

  Universal Credit 

* Children who receive any of the above benefits in their own right (i.e. they get benefits pay-

ments directly, instead through a parent or guardian) can also apply for Free School Meals.  

 If you are unsure, please contact the school office and we will offer support and guidance.   

Reading 

Over the next few weeks and as we move further into the Autumn Term, teachers will be adding 

homework tasks and messages to your class pages and this will be another way for teachers to 

communicate with you.  Please do share with your class teachers if your child/children have 

been taking part in outside activities and you wish to share their achievements - we would love to 

hear and celebrate together.  Reading record books will be sent home in the next few weeks.  

Please look out on Google Classroom regarding the expectations of how to fill them in and when 

to return books for them to be changed.  Reading is the key at Greenmount and we are incredi-

bly lucky to have a much larger space for our library which we hope to turn into our very own 

Reading Café as soon as the time allows. 



 

Remember children: 

The more that you read 

The more things you will know 

The more that you learn 

The more places you’ll go… 

Celebration News 

Over the next few weeks, we will be announcing the new House Captains, Sports Ambassa-

dors, Sports Champions and School Council members – this is an exciting time for Green-

mount with many important roles to commence in a new and creative way.  

Congratulations to Noah in Year 6 for setting goals so high and supporting others along 

the way – we are so proud of you! 

Our virtual whole school assemblies have also started in school with the first one having taken 

place this morning.  This was a truly special and momentous occasion as myself and Mrs But-

ler were able to virtually hand out Celebration Certificates for children across the school with 

everyone observing and celebrating together.  We are looking forward to the children sharing 

their own ideas and taking part themselves in the future.  Who knows where this will lead…? 

Secondary School Application 

For our Year 6 Families, we have reached the time of year when the process for selecting 

your child’s high school is now open.  Each secondary school is offering a range of virtual 

tours as well as Q & A sessions.  Please contact schools and look on their website for these 

exciting opportunities that lie ahead.  The Council website has all the information you need:  

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/School-Admissions/Secondary-School-

Sept-2019 

The online application process will close at midnight on Saturday 31st October 2020. 

Flu Jab 

On another note, we are pleased to announce that we will have the Solent Immunisation 

Team visiting Greenmount on November 12th for the children’s annual flu vaccination. We 

will let you know further details nearer to the time.  The Solent Immunisation Team immunise 

Primary Children from EYFS to Year 6 with the aim to ‘protect pupils, their families, school 

staff and the wider community.’  Once again, please ensure your contact details are up to 

date. 



School  Kitchen  

The refurbishments to our school kitchen are almost complete. We look forward to resuming hot 

snacks for children form 5th October. Please continue to provide a packed lunch for your child / 

children until this date.  

Virtual Tours 

We will shortly be filming a virtual tour of the school. This will enable you to see our new build-

ing development and classrooms. This will also be exciting and informative for prospective par-

ents who would like to send their children to Greenmount. We look forward to sharing this with 

you soon.  

Dates for your Diaries 

 

25.09.20 Year 3 Mrs Slesenger Class—Swimming lessons begin. 

10.10.20 World Mental Health Day 

October half term Monday 19th October 2020 to Friday 30th October 2020 

02.11.20 Inset day 

10.11.20 World Science Day 

16.11.20 Road Safety Week 

16.11.20 Anti–Bullying Week 

Christmas break Wednesday 23rd December to Friday 1st January 2021 

09.02.21 Internet safety Day 

05.03.21 World Book Day 

19.03.21 World Poetry Day 
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Reception  

We are so impressed with how well all the Reception children have settled into school life with 
us at Greenmount. Our transition period is now finished and the children will be enjoying a full 
day with us from Monday 28th September (9am - 3pm). The children have been getting to 
know each other and us and have already begun making lots of new friends.  

We have been playing lots of phase 1 phonics games focusing on listening skills, reading sto-
ries where the children can join in with different sounds and actions and singing songs. They 
have been exploring the learning environment outside too this week, digging in the gravel pit, 
building with the large construction blocks, racing cars down the pipes and exploring water 
play. 

 
Our first PE session will be on Wednesday 30th September. Please send your child to school 
dressed in their PE kit every Wednesday. (They do not need to bring their school uniform, we 
will remain in PE kit all day).  

 

Year 3 

 

What a fabulous week Year 3 have had. The children continue to impress us with their 

enthusiasm and hard word. They are a credit to both the school and to you as parents 

In Science this week Year 3 have continued with the topic of  'Animals including Hu-

mans' and have  been looking the skeleton and it’s three functions.  

Children drew their skeleton and were able to name a few of the major bones and were 

surprised to find out that the smallest bone was in their ear. In History we looked at why 

Stone Age people needed to travel to Britain. Pupils produced some colourful sketches 

depicting reasons why. 

We are continuing studying the novel ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ by Roald Dahl and this week 

have begun our independent writing describing Mr Fox. Children have been encouraged 

to use interesting adjectives, conjunctions and homophones in their description. 

In Maths children have been continuing their in Place Value skills; this week they have 

been looking at the placing 2 and 3 digit numbers on a number line, as well as using the 

greater than / less than and equal symbols. 

Homework will be set every Thursday. Both Maths and Spelling homework can be ac-

cessed through ‘Google Classroom.’  

 

Thank you for your on-going support. The Year 3 team 
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Year 5 

 

We have had a brilliant start to the Autumn term in Year 5. 

Special mentions this week to Levi and Maddox. Levi has made 

an excellent start in Guided Reading in Year 5, he has been giv-

ing great answers and is constantly engaging in the lesson. Mad-

dox has been kind, caring and helpful towards both peers and 

adults around the school. 

Year 5 Art Work 



Year 6 

Whiteread  

This week, we have focused on writing WW2 postcards and becoming evacuees in our topic. We 

have also created both series and parallel circuits in science!  

In English and maths we have enjoyed writing our formal newspaper reports and rounding numbers. 

Here are some questions for you to try ...  
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If you had a 7 and put in the tens column 

and you round it to the nearest 100 and 

1000 would it round up or down? 

By Xander  

If you have four cards with the numbers 1, 7, 8 

and 2 on them what is the largest number you 

can make? If you round it to the nearest 1000 

is it still the largest number? 

Prove it! 

By Toby  True or False? 

If you place a six in the ones 

column. Does it always round 

up when rounding to the near-

est 10 and 100? 

Can you prove it! 

By James  

 Find the difference be-

tween 73,942 and 

14,873 and then round 

that number to the near-

est 10,000.  

What is the answer?  

By Seb 

One of our Year 6 boys, Noah,  has been growing his hair for 3 

years and it has now reached his intended goal of 12 inches to 

donate to The Little Princess Trust, who make real hair wigs for 

children and young people who have lost theirs due to cancer 

treatments.  

He is also raising money for The Earl Mountbatten Hospice as 

he “wants to help as many people as he can”, if you would like 

to donate please enquire at the office for more details 

He is having his hair cut on the 8th October 2020.  

                 Good Luck Noah, we are very proud of you! 



Sports News  

 

With CV-19 guidelines changing the ways in which sports and physical activities are carried 

out at all levels, schools are also restricted on what they can deliver safely.  

 

At Greenmount, we have adapted the way in which we deliver our PE lessons and sports 

provision. This is strictly within class bubbles and with the  sanitation of hands and equip-

ment prior to and post PE. 

 

To ensure that the children are active and developing skills, we have entered a number of 

virtual competitions and these are being delivered within PE lessons, where children are giv-

en a series of multi-skills tasks related to a sport to explore and practice,  then to eventually 

have an attempt at scoring their highest  score or fastest time. These results will be sent off 

to allow us to compete with other schools on the island and possibly across Hampshire. 

 

One of our main aims is to ensure that children are able to access the 60 minutes of daily 

physical activity as recommended by the Chief Medical Officer. This is broken down into 30 

minutes in school and 30 minutes out of school.  

 

In school, children have 2 x 1 hour PE lessons a week as well as the opportunity to perform 

the daily mile. Lunchtimes will have sports equipment available where possible to make an 

active playground environment. 

 

To assist with the 30 minutes out of school please have a look at the FREE TopYa app which 

has a series of physical challenges which families can access and try. Scores can be submit-

ted to compete nationally should you wish. 

 

As soon as we are able to, we will resume sports clubs and play fixtures against other 

schools but as the situation stands that is not likely to be until January 2021. Sports clubs 

outside of schools are allowed to train and play but the current guidelines set by The Associ-

ation for PE recommends that school fixtures do not take place at this time and as a school 

we will be adhering to this advice. 

Together, we nurture the future. 


