Friday 14th February 2020

School Newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers
I had the privilege of sitting in the audience to watch our exceptionally keen dancers who represented the school
in the Isle Dance Competition on Tuesday. It was a very professional and entertaining evening at Medina Theatre.
The staff who went along were really impressed with the children’s behaviour, conduct and commitment throughout the rehearsals, working with children from six other schools who were performing.
Well done to all the children and staff involved! We came 3rd in the competition overall and received awards for
Choreography, Performance Skill and Hair and Makeup. All of which were very well deserved.
Many Congratulations, I cannot wait to see what we can achieve next year!
I wish you and your families a restful half term break.

Miss Cox

ISLE DANCE 2020

Together, we nurture the future.

School Attendance

Week ending 14.02.20
Best class attendance for these two weeks we was Year 4 Morisot with 96.80%, well done!
Many Congratulations to Doig class for best attending class for the past half term - 96.84% over the
past 6 weeks – so they have earned the privilege of turning up to school on the first Friday back in their
own clothes, rather than school uniform.
I hope you have a pleasant, healthy half term, and I look forward to seeing all the children back at
school on Monday 24th February.
Mrs Roe
Attendance Officer

Dates for your diary
Friday

14.02.20 School breaks up for half term

Monday

24.02.20 School reopens for Spring term

Friday

28.02.20 Hats on for Hospice Day! Come to school in casual clothes
and a Hat! Donations for the Earl Mountbatten Hospice

Wednesday

04.03.20 Year 3 Trip to Dinosaur Isle

Thursday

05.03.20 World Book Day—come to school dressed as your favourite
book character

Tuesday

24.03.20 Year 1 Amazon World

Wed—Fri

01.03.20 —03.04.20 Year 4 East Dene

Friday

03.04.20 School Closed for development day

Thursday

23.04.20 Year 5 Winchester Science Museum

Staffing Update

Parents in Da Vinci, De Hooch and Constable would have all received a letter informing them of temporary teacher secondments to enable us to cover Year 2 whilst Mr
Hillier is unavailable.
Miss Mitchell, who is currently teaching Early Years, has extensive knowledge of the
Year 2 curriculum and has kindly accepted my invitation to lead Mr Hillier’s class during his absence. Mrs Turvey and Mrs Richards, who have both lead Reception classes
before, will be stepping into Miss Mitchell’s shoes temporarily and Mrs Isaccason will
continue with De Hooch class.

Science News
Following Greenmount’s success last year in the teaching and learning of Space Science, I am pleased to say that following the recognition of the school’s achievement in
this area, we have received a Bronze Space Education Quality Mark. In 2019 the
school welcomed Space Camp Sam, into school, who delivered an assembly to the
whole school about Stephen Hawking, the founder of the Ogden Trust. This is the organisation that has financed the opportunity for Greenmount children to enjoy Space
Camp experiences. Also last year EYFS & Year 5 took advantage of the visiting planetarium , and Year 5 also enjoyed their visit over the water to the Winchester Science
museum.
I would like to say a very well done to all the children within the school for their efforts
and enthusiasm within this area of their learning, and a big thank you to all their teachers and support staff for all their continued hard work, enabling these experiences to
be available for Greenmount children.

Together, we nurture the future.

Reception
During the last couple of weeks the children have been continuing with learning about Chinese New Year
and have created their own wishing tree which they have written wishes on. These varying from: wishing
for more chocolate or other food related items, wishing to become an animal and wishing to see family and
friends. All of the children were very eager to see whether their wishes were going to come true.
This week, we had lots of interesting discussions as to what the children think special means. Over the
week we have been looking at a different focus each day: special people, special toys, special places, special
food and last but not least what makes each of us special. The children have been enjoying sharing their
ideas which has been key in supporting their listening and communication skills. As well as sharing their
ideas verbally, they have also been recording them each day by drawing some lovely pictures and writing
about them.
Our phonics has continued with learning new sounds, this week focussing on oo (short and long sound), ar
and or. The children have been working hard to segment and blend words for reading using their new
sounds and have shown great perseverance in writing CVC words and sentences more independently.
Maths has shown a continuation of practising our numbers to 20, consisting of orally counting, reading
numbers and then ordering them to ensure our understanding.
We hope you have a lovely half-term and look forward to seeing you all refreshed and excited for the new
term!

Year 1

In Year 1 we have continued looking at Julia Donaldson books and most recently we have
been reading the Snail and the Whale. We learned the story by heart, reciting a section in a
small group before performing it to the rest of the class. We then looked at words that rhymed
in the story and went on a word hunt to find the rhyming words before writing them in sentences . In phonics we have been learning our phase 5 sounds , focussing especially on the split
vowel digraphs at the end of phase 5 . In Maths, we have been busy learning our number
bonds to 10 using addition and subtraction facts to secure our understanding. Now we are
learning to tell the time to o'clock and half past the hour . We had lots of fun creating snail collages and paintings and have created some lovely underwater scenes inspired by the books
we have been reading. We hope you all have a lovely half term, it would be great if you could
talk about telling the time with your child using an analogue clock!

Year 2

Year Two have been recruiting for a new star builder as the previous one is retiring! We have
written fantastic job adverts and learnt a lot about Space in the process. We have loved learning about famous astronauts and what it’s like to live on the International Space Station. We
have created some fun artwork to learn the planets of our solar system.

In Maths we have been securing our understanding of addition and subtraction through problem solving.
This week we have been looking at the famous poem ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’
by Edward Lear. We are focusing on spoken word and drama, with the children
working towards a shadow puppet performance.
After such a busy half term, the Year Two team hope you enjoy a restful break
over the half-term holiday.

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 3
This week we finished our English learning journey on the book ‘Tell me a Dragon,’ by Jackie Morris. All the children have enjoyed the colourful illustrations and have been working hard to complete their poems based on dragons they have designed. They have become experts at incorporating similes, alliteration, metaphors and personification.
In Maths we have also completed our learning journey on multiplication and Division. Children have been
encouraged to use concrete materials, and have become secure in using the Part/Whole method and
using pictures to show their understanding.
Children have been exploring the 3, 4, and 8 times tables to solve problems set by the planet explorer
Nico! Please ask your children about these.
In Religious Education this week we have been looking at the Hindu story of Prahlad. This story shows
how good overcomes evil. Children had the opportunity to discuss times that they had been helpful to
others and were able to discuss how to solve issues that needed to be sorted when something did not
please them.
In Geography we have been comparing and contrasting similar destinations to the Isle of Wight. Children
have responded to a pen-pel from Hawaii named Kimi. In their super letters they described the Isle of
Wight as a beautiful place with lots of exciting places to visit (luckily with no volcanoes).
Date confirmed for our Year 3 visit to Dinosaur Isle to 4/3/20. Details are now on Parentpay.

Year 4

This week Year 4 have been very eager to finish multiple learning journeys that they have started. This includes writing up their newspaper reports in English and getting closer to completing
our Sock Monkeys. Thank you to all families who contributed socks and resources to make this
happen!
We have continued to explore sound in Science and in Chagall class
we have made pan pipes to explore pitch, definitely lots for us to
hear! In Art, we also experimented using different equipment to
create texture, the children were very good at giving opinions on
which methods were more effective and easier to use!

Year 5

In both Year 5 classes this week, we have continued to develop maps of Antarctica where we have
managed to combine Art with Computing. We have continued to program our BeeBots (Endurance)
to travel safely through the hazardous conditions without damaging the ship. We have also made
our expeditions even trickier by creating obstacles for our ships to go through – this has also helped
us to look at 3D shapes/nets in Maths.
In English, we have been studying a range of acting/drama lessons. These lessons have helped us
to get in the mind-set of a member of Shackleton’s crew. We have then started to write diary extracts, where we have been able to describe the crew’s feelings, thoughts and emotions.
In Maths, Ayres class have looked at multiplying fractions and have been able to find fractions of an
amount. Hockney class have continued to explore finding the volume of a cube or cuboid/ becoming really secure in be able to use long multiplication.
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Year 6
It has been an incredible half-term in Year 6 with many exciting learning activities. In maths, we
learned about ratio and proportion, shapes, angles, area, and perimeter. The children have been
making links between different domains. We learned about finding a starting point when solving
reasoning problems and using what has already been learned from Year 3, 4, and 5. Pupils continue to make good progress.
In English, the children have written a story about a mythical creature they have created. The purpose of the story was to create suspense and to build tension. They have been learning about how
writers use different language devices to entertain and engage their readers. The children's creativity has been brilliant. Next half term, we will be learning about Balanced Arguments and discursive text.
In History, we have been learning about Ancient Greece. We discussed which Ancient Greece polis (city-state) was the strongest – Sparta or Athens. This discussion will inform our writing next halfterm.
In science, we have been learning about 'How the circulatory system works.' The pupils have written an explanation to describe how it works and never stops. Next half-term, we will continue
learning about 'Our Body' and investigate what happens to our heart (other muscles) when we exercise; also how to keep our bodies healthy and learn about Micro-Organisms.
Year 6 have also been singing, drumming and learning French.

Greenhaven

In Maths this week, the children have been looking at tangrams and using different shapes to
make pictures. They also have been looking at dividing numbers and prime numbers.
This week we had internet safety day. We have looked at how the children can remain safe when
using the internet and what to do if they come across something that they’re unsure of.
The children have used the Beebots to program a course to see if they can complete it without
knocking anything over, which they really enjoyed!
We have also taken part in sensory exploration, where the children had a range of different flavours where they had to describe taste, texture and smell. We used marmite, honey, marmalade
and melted chocolate.
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Sports Report

Last night the Year 5 boys went to Gurnard to play in tricky weather conditions. All of the boys played very
well but lost 4-1. A special mention to Ollie who scored his first ever goal for Greenmount!
Over the last couple of weeks the Year 3/4 girls have played numerous games with a wide range of results.
All the girls should be extremely proud of the effort they have put in. They have greatly improved over the
last couple of weeks and most of all they have enjoyed their first taste of competitive football!
Our football season started to draw to a close last week with matches for the U11 girls, U10 boys teams and
U9 teams.

U11 Girls
On Wednesday, the girls faced a very strong Wootton team who have yet to be beaten this season. The girls
put up a valiant display but were beaten 1-4 with the Greenmount goal coming from Isla. A masterclass in
goal keeping was seen by Florence who helped to keep Wootton to 4 goals.
On Friday, the girls played their last game in the league against Niton. This was a very entertaining game
with both sides stringing together some good moves, but it was Greenmount who ran out the winners with
a goal from Evie.

U10
The boys played The Bay in the league on Thursday. Greenmount started well but were unable to break
down the Bay defence. At half time we were 2-0 down but still fighting. The second half saw us create a few
chances but we just could not find the net. Bay scored 2 more goals to win the game 0-4.

IW U11 Cross Country Trials.
We sent 7 of our most talented runners to try out for the IW U11 XC team to represent the Island in the
Hampshire XC event next month.

Year 6. Charlotte, Seth, Josh Baker
Year 5. Evie, Sophia, Sebastian, Josh.

There were 24 girls and 46 boys at the event, selected to attend the trials from schools across the Island.
Congratulations to all of our Greenmount runners for being chosen to try out.
A huge well done goes to Seth, who came 5th overall in the boys race and will now represent the IW at the
Hampshire XC event.

