
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I take this opportunity to thank you all for supporting World Book Day 2020! It was 

delightful to see all of the amazing costumes that the children dressed up in. I am 

sure that parents you also took a great deal of time helping the children to design 

their outfits.  

We thank you all for your incredible commitment to the sports relief day today. As a 

school we raised £198 to support worthy causes. During a basketball competition 

between staff and the sports leaders, I report that the sports leaders were victori-

ous! I look forward to the opening of our refurbished classrooms next week and 

again thank you for your patience during this time. 

Miss S Cox 
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Together, we nurture the future. 



 

School PE kit: 

 

For health and safety reasons in PE and for all school sports please ensure that 

your child is correctly attired. The PE kit should be in school everyday. The school 

PE kit is listed below. 

 

* Green shirt, black shorts 

 

* Training shoes (not plimsolls).  

The school advocates that training shoes are worn rather than plimsolls as 

they provide better protection to the feet and joints during physical activity.  

 

* Long hair should be tied back with a suitable elasticated band (no hard 

 bows or head bands as they may cause injury). 

 

* Earrings should be removed and not worn to school on days that chil

 dren have PE. These should be taped at home if they are not able to be 

 removed for PE, sport or physical activity. 

 

* Hooded tops must not be worn for PE. 

 

All children must have a suitable bottle for water in school. Hydration is very im-

portant at all times but especially so in the upcoming summer months. 

 

For Outdoor PE children can wear suitable jumpers and tracksuit bottoms. This 

should not however replace the school PE kit! 

Together, we nurture the future. 
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Reception  

The children in EYFS have enjoyed a busy couple of weeks. We have continued learning our 

phase 3 sounds: ur, ow,oi, and revised ch, and sh. We have played lots of fun reading games, 

finding hidden words in both our indoor and outdoor environments. We have also learnt how to 

read and write the tricky word 'was'. This half-term we will be  looking at traditional tales and so 

far we have become very familiar with Goldilocks and the Three Bears and The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff. You might like to see if your child can retell these well known tales- can they use 

different voices too? In Maths we have compared sizes using language such as  small, medium 

and big when talking about the bears, bowls, chairs and beds from Goldilocks. We are now ex-

ploring subtraction, using real life objects and drawings to take away. The children in Da Vinci 

class have adapted well to the recent staff changes and Mrs Turvey and Mrs Richards have 

been enjoying getting to know the children.  

 

Year 1 

Year 1 have been learning all about animals. We have talked about all the different animals we 
can name and are now beginning to sort these into categories; reptiles, mammals, birds, am-
phibians, fish and insects, discussing the features of each group. In English, the children have 
been enjoying non-fiction books about animals and answering questions about them. In Phon-
ics, we have come to the end of phase 5 so now it's revision time! This week we have been 
revisiting all the different ways we use e/ee/ea/e-e/ie/ey and a/ai/ay/a-e. The children have en-
joyed searching for words around the classroom and writing them under the correct spelling 
pattern. In Maths, we have begun looking at fractions of shape using whole, halves and quar-
ters. A fun and natural way to learn about fractions is using food - keep practising at home with 
half and quarter of biscuits, pizzas or apples! Have fun!  

Year 2 

Year Two had a fantastic first week back after the half-term break. In English, we have been 
reading Oliver Jeffers' books about the adventures of a boy and his penguin and alien friends, 
working towards writing our own quest story. In Maths we are going back over the four opera-
tions: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Our Science learning has moved on to 
'Animals including Humans' and this week was all about animal classes. Feel free to encourage 
your children to do their own research at home, either by exploring the animals in local parks, 
forests and beaches as the weather gets better or checking out some child-friendly documen-
taries. Our animal learning has also linked to some wonderful art work. We have also been 
programming robot bees to move to destinations!  
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Year 3 

This week in maths we have been finishing off our learning journey on place value. This has included rounding num-

bers to both the nearest 10 and the nearest 100, reading and writing numbers in words and using the knowledge we 

have built up over the last two weeks to solve tricky problems in groups. We have also continued 

practicing our times tables and both classes have been making amazing progress with them, Year 3 

should be very proud of themselves! 

 

In English this week, we have started our new learning journey on the book ‘How to Train Your Drag-

on’ by Cressida Cowell. To start this journey we have been getting more familiar with the text by look-

ing more deeply at the main character Hiccup and how the author has shown his personality. We 

have looked back at dragons from our poetry work to create ‘dragon fact file’ like the ones in the book 

and written as characters from the story.  

 

In science this week, we have been continuing our work including rocks with a massive focus on fossils. Year 3 have 

been engrossed in their learning about dinosaurs and how these once great creatures have become the fossils that we 

can find today. To help support our learning we have taken a look into the life of Mary Anning and the amazing contri-

butions she made to palaeontology across her life. The class have become enamoured with Mary and her amazing dis-

coveries and we are looking forward to learning even more about her. 

Year 4 

Morisot brought in some fantastic hats for Wear a Hat Day! 

In Maths, Year 4 have been learning how to multiply 2 and 3-digit numbers by 1-digit using the 

grid method. We explored how the calculation 6x2=12 can also help us solve 6x20=120 or 

6x200=1200. We also discovered that 6x20= is the same as 60x2=120.  

In English, we are learning lots about figurative language including similes and alliteration. We 

have used the 5 senses to help us create imaginative setting descriptions of the circus, drawing 

on the movie The Greatest Showman for inspiration.  

In Science, we began our topic on electricity and have spent time 

testing circuits to see if they will light bulbs or not. Next lesson, we 

will be adding switches and motors.  

Year 5 

This week, Year 5 enjoyed a slightly different week. As Year 6 have been using the classrooms for mocks, 
Year 5 enjoyed a range of different activities in the hall. We were really impressed with the attitude and 
behaviour of all children and they should be extremely proud of themselves. Lots of the activities across 
this week have involved children collaborating across both classes. We have continued to explore ‘The 
Wolves in the Wall’ by creating pieces of art work and writing poems to show how Lucy was feeling 
throughout the story. 

In Maths, Ayres Class have continued to look at comparing and ordering decimals. Whilst Hockney Class 
have been measuring and comparing angles. 

During the afternoon, both classes have started to explore Space and have evaluated different theories 
about whether the Earth is flat or spherical. Children in both classes have come up with a range of ques-
tions that they want to, find out about Space. 

Hockney Class have started to make prototypes in DT for a moving toy. Children have worked exception-
ally hard in the preparation and designing stage and they thoroughly enjoyed making the prototypes. Keep 
an eye out over the next couple of weeks, as children will be evaluating their prototypes and making 
changes before they finally make their finished product. 
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Year 6 

 

In Maths, we have been learning about Coordinates, including reflection and translation. Children 

have been making links between different Geometry domains, linking shapes to coordinates and 

translation to computer technology. We have been using problem-solving using coordinates, learn-

ing about information given to label a grid. We have also been analysing graphs. 

In English, we have been studying ‘Survivors’ by David Long, which is also one of our class readers. 

The second text is Wonder by R. J. Palacio, which has a theme about surviving and overcoming dif-

ficult challenges. These texts are the stimulus for our next extended writing activity (Balanced Argu-

ments) as well as our Guided Reading lessons.  

As part of our aim of creating connectivity in our learning, we composed rap music to embed our 

mathematical knowledge and understanding: 

Equivalent Rap 

Half as a decimal 0.5 

A third as a decimal -  0.33 recurring x2 

A quarter as a decimal - 0.25 

A fifth as a decimal - 0.2 

A sixth as a decimal -  0.16 recurring x2 

A seventh as a decimal - 0.14 

An eighth as a decimal -  0.125 

A ninth as a decimal 0.11 recurring x2 

A tenth as a decimal 0.1 

Three quarter as a decimal -  0.75 again . . . 0.75 

Boom! 

World Book Day was fantastic – everyone shared their love of reading with one another as well as 

with children in EYFS. It was a rewarding experience indeed for everyone involved, and the creativi-

ty in the different costume design was excellent. Science Day was equally exciting seeing different 

forces in action! 

Year 6 Team 



 

Dates for your diary  

Thursday    19 & 26.03.20 Year 5 Space Camp 

Tuesday    24.03.20 Year 1 Amazon World     

Wed—Fri     01.03.20 —03.03.20 Year 4 East Dene 

Friday     03.04.20 School Closed for Development Day 

Thursday    23.04.20 Year 5 Winchester Science Museum 

Greenhaven 

The children in Greenhaven have had an exciting few weeks including World 

Book Day and Science Day. 

During World Book Day, they entered Hogwarts through Platform 9 ¾s and had a 

great day listening to parts of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. They al-

so took part in some exciting activities, including: testing ‘ear wax’ jelly beans 

(orange!), making potions, playing Quidditch and baking house colour cakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

In the morning, they listened to stories in assembly and were visited by the Snow 

Queen (Mrs Butler) and Paddington Bear (Miss Cox) who enjoyed hearing about 

their day! 

 

 

        

 

 

During Science Day, we took part in scientific experiments. We looked at how to 

keep healthy and what good hygiene means. The children stepped into the 

Greenhaven Dentist Surgery and learnt about brushing their teeth and different 

types of teeth. They conducted an egg enamel experiment and also looked at 

how fungus grows. What a great few weeks we have had! 



 

   Sports Report 

 

Greenmount hosted a mini basketball festival for other Ryde primary schools on Tuesday 3rd March. 

 

Greenmount fielded 2 teams. One team from each of our year 6 classes with 10 players from each class invit-

ed  to play. 

Doig were the Green Hornets and Whiteread the Yellow Hammers. 

In an exciting afternoon of basketball the Green Hornets were unbeaten having won every game and the 

Yellow Hammers lost only to The Hornets having won all the other games they played in. 

Well done to all of our players! 

Having qualified from the Ryde basketball competition, our team travelled to The Bay Secondary School on 

5th March to compete in the Island Basketball Finals. The event saw all of the best teams from around the 

island coming together to compete for the honour of representing the IW at the Hampshire County School 

Games Festival  in June. 

The standard of the competition was very high and could possibly have been won by any of the 8 teams. 

The points totals were the closest for many years. Greenmount missed out on a semi-final place through 

points difference by having scored one less basket than the other team with the same points total as us! 

More than one person came up to me to compliment the team on their fantastic passing and team play and 

if only one of the many missed shots had gone in, it might have been a very different story. However we 

came a very creditable 5th overall. This now places Greenmount as the 5th best primary school basketball 

team on the Isle of Wight!  

Well done to all of our players. Handball is next!! 

 

On Friday 28th Feb some of our year 2 sports teams visited Ryde School to participate in a sports multi-skills 

event organised by our School Games Organiser Mr Harris and run by a team of Yr6 sports leaders from all 

of the participating schools. 

Our teams comprised of 10 children from each of our Year 2 classes and each team had five boys and five 

girls selected by their class teachers. Our 6 fantastic Sports Ambassadors also came to deliver the activities. 

The afternoon saw our teams participate in a range of different multi skills activities to practice their running, 

jumping, throwing and ball control skills, followed by a series of obstacle races against the other teams. 

A fun afternoon was had by all. The event provided our KS1 children with a taste of inter school competition 

in preparation for moving into KS2 where they will have more opportunities to attend sports clubs and par-

ticipate in school games competitions. 



As the number of UK cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) increases, we are 

aware that students and families are growing increasingly concerned. 

Please be assured that we are doing everything we can to protect our 

school community and are following NHS and Government guidelines for 

education settings, and reviewing the situation on a daily basis. 

Right now, they have advised that schools should not close, and are en-

couraged to continue as normal until we are advised otherwise by Public 

Health. 

All people with symptoms of a new, persistent cough, high temperature 

and trouble breathing, or with flu-like symptoms, should self-isolate for 7 

days. We request that any other children in the house, including siblings 

self-isolate too. If symptoms get worse, they should then call NHS 111. 

Please note, travel history is no longer relevant; action (isolation and test-

ing) will be done based on symptoms. 

As the situation continues, there will be further advice from the Depart-

ment for Education and Public Health England.  We will follow this advice 

and keep you informed. Do look at these websites if you require any in-

formation.  There is a helpline to support education enquiries, for staff, 

families and young children: 0800 046 8687.   

As it is winter, there are a variety of colds and flus around.  The NHS 111 

service will be able to help you to distinguish what your needs will be. 

We invite all to continue to operate highlighting the need for clean hands 

and sneezing into tissues that are disposed of and then hands washed. 

We thank you for remaining calm and following the Government’s advice 

on prevention. 

I will keep the website updated with any further information. 

Please let the school know if you have any other questions. 



 
 
 

The building work has progressed well and I’m delighted to say that 
on Monday 16th March, Year 1 and 4 will be in their new temporary 
refurbished classrooms. 
 
To support these developments we will be implementing changes 
with regard to accessing the school site for dropping off and picking 
up, in order to support parents. 
 
YEAR 1, 4, 5 AND 6       Parents will use the side gate nearest 
the field, as they currently do, Chagall will still use the side door ad-
jacent to the hall, de Hooch, Teerlinc and Morisot will use the out-
side doors to their classrooms, opposite the field.  
 
YEAR R and Greenhaven      No Change 
 
YEARS 2 AND 3   Parents will continue to use the entrance by 
our Reception classes, then proceed through the playground. Year 
3 will use the central door to their block, Year 2 will continue to use 
the outside doors adjacent to the field.  
 
After School Club and Breakfast Club will be moving into our 
Greenhaven classroom, using the side gate next to Reception 
class and walking up through the playground.  
 
I’d like to thank you all for your continued support during the build-
ing work, if you do have any questions or concerns, please speak 
to your class teachers or the office.  


