Friday 17th January 2020

School Newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers
I wish you all a very Happy New Year and trust that you enjoyed a restful time with your families over
the seasonal break.
I extend my thanks to you and share my pride in how the children have adapted positively and enthusiastically to the classroom changes this term as Phase 2 of our building programme gets underway.
You will be pleased to know that everything is running to schedule (despite the adverse weather) and
that the temporary classrooms have been well received by children in Years 5 and 6. All rooms have
been fitted with smart new interactive whiteboard screens to support teaching and learning.
Please note that the next set of Parents evenings will take place on 12th and 13th February and our
newsletters will now be published every other week on Fridays. Our next edition will therefore be on Friday 31st January. Thank you for your positive feedback regarding our new style newsletter, which has
been designed to offer you a greater overview of the learning taking place in each of the year
groups.
Many thanks for your ongoing support.

Building work progress…
As each new phase of our building work begins, I am mindful that you will be keen to hear regular updates. I will now be featuring a dedicated section of each newsletter to our building work. This week,
Year 5 and 6 have moved to their new classrooms and the library has been re-located to the front foyer by the hall , this means that all of our books are still accessible to students. A Year 5 and 6 library has
been established in our new buildings. Chagall class, Green Meadow and our breakfast and afterschool clubs have also moved into their new locations.
I will seek to maximise as many opportunities as possible for children to learn about and from each
phase of the refurbishment in terms of the curriculum links, skills and future professions that their learning
helps them to work towards. This week Year 6 students who have an interest in electronics and construction, met with the planning, architectural and construction teams to share their future aspirations
and ideas.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to hear more about these opportunities for your
children.

Together, we nurture the future.

Reception
We have enjoyed an exciting start back after the Christmas holidays and have begun a new topic
which children have been thoroughly enjoying— an evil pea has been creating chaos in the classroom. The children have been designing traps to catch the evil pea and have been taking on the
role of the other vegetable characters, creating speech bubbles of what they might be saying.
They have also had opportunities to create posters to warn other people about the evil pea and
to be on the lookout just in case he decides to escape from Reception!
During phonics we have explored a quick recap of our phase 2 sounds and are now starting to
move on to phase 3 by looking at the phonemes: j, v, w and x. In Maths we are continuing to
look at our numbers up to 20 but, focussing more on our teen numbers. We have been using lots
of practical resources including counters and numicon to help us.

Year 1

We have been reading The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson. The children have loved telling the
story using the repeating phrases in the book. We have been writing labels for his body and
using adjectives to describe him. We have written descriptions using these new adjectives. In
maths, we have been learning about place value and how the value of a digit changes depending on whether it is a ten or a one. We have been making 2 digit numbers with equipment and
ordering them from smallest to largest. We are beginning to write place value addition number
sentences.
Our topic this half term is the work of Julia Donaldson. We have already read ‘Sharing a Shell’
and discussed our likes and dislikes and this week we have read ‘Room on the Broom’ and
added our ideas as to what the characters might be saying to each other.
We have made clay Gruffalos and painted them, they look very good and in some cases quite
scary!
Year 2

It is as if the children had never been away this week in Year 2, as they have settled
quickly back into their normal routines. English began with some highly energetic lessons,
with children participating in activities, requiring clear and precise instructions in order for
them to be correctly completed. The photos below show the enthusiasm the children
brought to these sessions. In maths, we continue to look at addition and subtraction.
Please keep on practising quick recall of known facts, subtraction and addition at home
with your child. In Science, lessons will focus on habitats and we will be linking this learning with our geography and the impact that explorers have upon our knowledge of our
world.

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 3

This week in Year 3, we have been finishing our English learning journey focussing on The
Stone Age Boy. The children have planned, written and evaluated their own narrative based
on the events in the story. They have composed and rehearsed their sentences orally
(including dialogue), organised these into paragraphs and thought carefully about vocabulary
choices. The children have been proofreading their writing for spelling and punctuation.
Well done – we have some lovely stories to share!
In maths, we have been revising and building on our knowledge of fractions; counting in
halves, quarters and thirds on a number-line and finding the fraction of a given amount. The
children have been counting up and down in tenths and dividing objects into ten equal parts.
We have also started to compare and order fractions with the same denominators.
As part of our topic work the children have begun looking at and researching volcanoes.
Keep watching Newsround to see what happens to the Taal Volcano in Philippines.
Year 4

This week in Year 4 we have continued to enjoy and explore our new novel - ‘Oliver and the
Seawigs’. We have also revisited the use of apostrophes and speech marks. It was really
good to see how many children remembered! In Maths, we are exploring the properties of
different types of shapes. This has included drawing and making shapes outside and creating triangles with spaghetti to help us study angles.
Our new topic of Europe has complimented our theme of journeys and exploration and
through Art we have been studying different European landscapes.
If there are any adults that would like to volunteer their time, Year 4 would welcome anyone who would like to read with our pupils!

Year 5

We have begun to explore a new book called ‘Shackleton’s Journey’. So far children have
made predictions based on the front cover, have been exploring what Shackleton was like
and also made a list of the different qualities you would need to join his crew.

In Maths, Ayres Class have started to look at equivalent fractions. In Hockney Class, we
have been looking at short division using the bus stop method. Children have been solving
a range of different division problems by using their knowledge of times tables to help
them.

Both classes have also started to explore the difference between ‘The Arctic and The Antarctic’. They have continued to look at Mental Arithmetic, whilst in PE they have been exploring the rules of basketball and applying these skills to different passing and moving
games.

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 6
Since returning to school, Year 6 pupils have settled well and have carried on learning
about fractions, decimals, and percentages with its links to ratio and proportion. Our
topic this term is Ancient Greece and the children have been learning about Greek
Mythology with some exciting writing, art, design and technology and other interesting
links.
We were privileged to have Youth4Christ visitors in on Tuesday. The children learned
about different stories in the bible and performed some of them as well.
In science, we are learning about the Human Circulatory System which consists of the
Heart, Lungs, and Blood vessels. Children will have a better understanding of how their

body works.

Greenhaven
In Greenhaven this week, the children have looked at two different stories in English. Some children have started to read ‘The Bold’s’, written by Julian Clary and have written a fact file about
the author. The other children have been looking at ‘Lost and Found’, written by Oliver Jeffers.
They have engaged in role play based on the story, focusing on the thoughts and feelings of the
characters. All of the children have created art, work based on the illustrations of each story.
In maths, the children have been focussing on fractions and finding percentages using money.
We also incorporated speech and language skills, where the children worked independently to
follow instructions. Please see the results below.

Together, we nurture the future.

School Council update
Please find an update below written by the members of our school council.

Together, we nurture the future.

School Attendance
Week Ending 17.01.20
EYFS and KS1

KS2

Da Vinci—92.16%

Waterhouse—88.39%

Bottcelli—91.82%

Morris—94.17%

Teerlinc—97.50%

Morisot—94.00%

De Hooch—95.26%

Chagall—96.58%

Le Brun –100%

Hockney—97.41%

Constable— 98.33%

Ayres—95.56%

Van Gogh—96.43%

Whiteread - 95.37%
Doig—96.37%

Overall school attendance—95.34%
Happy New Year.

A quick reminder that school registers close at 9am, so any child arriving after
this time will be marked late. This has a big impact on all the children, because
those that arrive late miss the morning briefing from the class teacher explaining
what is planned for the day. Children who have arrived on time can also be disrupted by teachers having to explain the plan for the day again.
Please ensure your child is in school and ready to learn by 9am at the latest. Also, if you're child has been absent please can you fill in the absence notification on Parentapp or send a letter explaining the reason for their absence.
Without notification, your child's absence will be unauthorised and this could
trigger a letter or meeting with Education and Inclusion services.
Many thanks for your continued support with this.
Mrs Roe
Attendance Officer

Sports Report
On Monday, the Under 9 Greenmount team had a match at Carisbrooke Primary
School. All the children should be extremely proud of their efforts.
At full time, Greenmount were the eventual winners, with an impressive 6-3 win
in a hard fought game with goals from: Kayden (2), Alfie, Adam, Kit and Sebastian.

