Monday 2nd December 2019

Newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers,

Key Events….

It was a delight to welcome so many parents who joined us for our

Sat 7th Dec 11-2pm

decoration afternoon last Friday. This provided a fantastic opportunity for parents and children to celebrate and explore their crea-

School Christmas

tivity together. On behalf of the whole school, I thank you all for

Fayre

your continual support with your donations for Odd Sock Day and

10th & 11 Dec

the School Christmas Fayre.

Year 1 Christmas Show

The work of the PTFA this year, along with their leadership designing

17th & 18 Dec

them for their kind donation of our Christmas Tree.

extra-curricular opportunities is to be congratulated. We thank

Year R Christmas Show

Please do join the school this Saturday, 7th December, if you are
able to come to the Christmas Fayre, which has Santa’s Grotto, Se-

Wed 18th Dec

crets room, teddy tombola, raffle, mince pies and bake off.

KS2 Wizard of Oz trip

Year 6 deserve a special mention this week, for their exemplary behaviour on their trip to the Southsea D Day museum. It is always a

Thurs 19th Dec

pleasure to receive compliments about the school children when

Christmas dinner & Party

they are out of the classroom, and I was very proud to receive the

Day

feedback from the D Day museum staff themselves.

Monday 6th Jan 2020

I wish you the very best wishes for the week ahead

School closed-inset day
Miss Cox

Week 8—Week Ending 29.11.19
EYFS and KS1
Da Vinci—97.05%
Bottcelli—95.51%
Teerlinc—97.26%
De Hooch—96.01%
Le Brun –97.10%
Constable 97.55%
Van Gogh—84.53%

KS2
Waterhouse—92.13%
Morris—98.26%
Morisot—96.16%
Chagall—96.52%
Hockney—96.42%
Ayres—94.66%
Whiteread - 96.80%
Doig—96.23%

Last Weeks overall school attendance - 94.33%
Congratulations to Morris class for this weeks highest attendance
Together, we nurture the future.

Reception

Last week in Reception we began phase 2 of letters and sounds which involved linking letter sounds (phonemes) to letter names (graphemes). The
children have begun learning the sounds quickly and confidently. So far we
have learnt s, a, t and p. This week we will continue our learning with the
letters i, n, m, and d. In mathematics, we explored a fun nursery rhyme
about elephants playing on a spiders web! This allowed us to practise our
skills when adding one more.
Thank you to all who were able to attend our information evening last week.
We do hope it was a useful insight into how reading is taught and how the
children's reading skills will develop this throughout the year.

Year 1
This week we have began our new science topic exploring everyday materials. The children have enjoyed walking around the school looking for objects made from various materials such as wood, plastic, glass and metal. We then continued by exploring the properties of these materials, becoming familiar with new vocabulary such as hard, flexible, rigid
and transparent. We offer our thanks to you for sending in a soft toy with your child recently - they loved telling us all about them and why they were special. This discussion
was used as a hook for our new book ‘That Rabbit belongs to Emily Brown’ by Cressida
Cowell. Emily Brown has a special toy rabbit that she adventures with.
In Maths, we introduced coins, learning about their properties such as colour, shape and
size and ordering them from the least to the largest values. The children have loved using
play money in the class role play areas which now have our very own toy shops. We have
also been learning to count in 2s forwards and backwards and spotted patterns with even
numbers.

Year 2
‘There be dragons’ in Year Two this week as we have started a new English learning journey on
fantasy stories. We are looking at the books ‘Dragon Machine’ by Helen Ward and ‘George and
the Dragon‘ by George Wormwell.
We have been looking back in history to the time of the Gunpowder plot, creating inspired firework art and making sure everyone keeps safe for Bonfire night this week. We have also started
learning about The Great Fire of London, finding out what the children want to know about this
key moment in British History and starting our investigation into what happened in 1666. The children have also been learning the ‘London’s Burning’ rhyme in music.
In Maths, we have started looking at multiplication and division. It would really help your children
if you practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s with them at home, both forwards and backwards and
from any number. We’ve kick-started the half term with lots of new and exciting learning!

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 3
This week we have continued to focus our English learning on the book Fantastic Mr Fox. Children have used adjectives and verbs in their sentences incorporating co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions; adding more detail
to their sentences about the characters has made their writing more interesting.
In Guided Reading we have also focussed our learning on this book. Children
were asked to select two main characters from the book. Using speech bubbles they wrote a conversation based upon an important part of the story.
We had some very humorous and interesting anecdotes.
In Maths, we have been looking at 3D shapes and their properties. Children
have used Plastercine to recreate a variety of shapes, before discussing and
identifying the properties of each.
We then examined the nets that form these shapes, prior to building them
from card.
In Design Technology, we have been looking at Stone Age pots and their construction. Pupils have observed designs, before planning, making and evaluating their ‘pinch pots’.

Year 4
This week in Year 4, we have continued with the Wizard of Oz by building up to our
character descriptions of the Lion. We have been focussing on expanded noun
phrases and all the ingredients to include in our sentences to make them detailed
and effective.
In maths we have focussed on looking at the different ways and models we can use
to help solve and represent multiplication and division problems. The children have

Year 5
Year 5 have continued to explore the book Rooftoppers. This week we been interviewing
characters and exploring the features of a newspaper article. We then planned, wrote and
edited a newspaper about the disappearance of Sophie and Charles.

In maths, Ayres Class have continued to look at short multiplication in a range of problem
solving tasks and some children have started to explore long multiplication. In Hockney
Class, we have been looking at finding equivalent fractions and the number facts we know
from a fraction wall. We have also begun to explore what happens when you add and subtract fractions with the same and also with different denominators.

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 6
On Monday, Year 6 visited the D-Day Museum. We looked at some interesting artefacts which were from WWII. Although it rained for most of the day, it didn't bother us!
We were able to look around the museum, study the tapestry and took part in a
workshop. Take a look at our photos below -

In class we re-enacted an air raid just like they would have experienced in WWII. We
then became reporters and questioned each other about our experiences.
Please ask us about the song we have been singing in class!

Greenhaven
This week, Greenhaven received a letter from 10 Downing Street in reply to our letters and the policies we sent. We loved reading the letter and were complimented on
our well-written letters. We have been focusing on letter writing in English.
As we have enjoyed reading books written by David Walliams and Julia Donaldson,
we have written to both these authors suggesting new book ideas!
In Maths, we have been looking at bar models and fractions. Creating our own questions and recognising different amounts of objects.

Together, we nurture the future.

Sports Report
Greenmount travelled the short distance to Ryde School to compete in the Ryde
Cluster Athletics Competition. We entered two teams consisting of six boys and six
girls in each. Each competitor had to perform one field event and two runs.

Greenmount A (consisting mainly of Year 6 athletes) were overall winners, scoring
298 points and will now compete in the Island Finals in the new year.

Greenmount B (consisting mainly of Year 5 pupils) scored 202 points and were 2nd
in two of the events, only beaten by our Year 6 athletes. This bodes very well for
next year when these talented athletes will compete as a Year 6 team overall.
Well done to all of our athletes!

A team of five boys and five girls from Year 6 attended an afternoon of table tennis
coaching at the Table Tennis Centre at Smallbrook Stadium where coaches from the
club led a series of fun activities to develop the skills needed to play table tennis.
This included the challenge of facing the infamous robot, a machine that fires table
tennis balls out at speed for players to return back over the net.
Greenmount players showed excellent skills and rose to the challenge. All that hand
and eye coordination work in PE certainly shone through today.
Well done to all of our players. If anyone wishes to join the Table Tennis club there is
a poster on the sports notice board with details and contacts.

Together, we nurture the future.

For Your Diaries..
Week commencing 02.12.19 Mock SATS for Year 6
04.12.19

Year 2 Trip to the Fire Station

07.12.19

Christmas Fayre 11am—2pm.

10.12.19

Year 1 Nativity— A Midwife Crisis! 2pm.

11.12.19

Year 1 Nativity— A Midwife Crisis! 5pm.

17.12.19

Reception Nativity—Christmas Counts—3.30pm.

18.12.19

Reception Nativity— Christmas Counts—9.15am.

18.12.19

KS2 trip to The Wizard Of Oz in Chichester.

19.12.19

School Christmas Dinner.

20.12.19

Christmas Carol Concert at 9.30am at All Saints Church.

06.01.20

Development day, school closed for all students.

School closes for Christmas on Friday 20th December and reopens for the
Spring Term Tuesday 7th January 2020.

Just a reminder that if your child is absent from school,
please ensure you contact us by;
Telephone (01983 562165).
Email us at absence@greenmount.iow.sch.uk.
Complete the absence form on Parentapp.

If you do not already have our app, you can pick up a
form from the office and we will get you set up.

School Menu Dec 2019

