Friday 18th October 2019

Newsletter
Key Events….
Information Evenings
EYFS
6th November 2019
3.30pm—5pm

Half-term

Dear Parents/Carers ,
I congratulate all children who attended our school trips recently
for their exceptional behaviour. All staff have commented on what
great ambassadors they have been for Greenmount School and
indeed for the whole community of Ryde.
Year 3 children enjoyed their trip to Stonehenge and I know this
will greatly inspire both their topic and literacy work moving forwards. I also offer my thanks to all of the authors who took part in
the Isle of Wight Literary Festival for sharing their stories with our
Year 2 and Year 6 pupils.

Monday 21st October Friday 1st November
2019

Big Think - Pupils spent time
discussing their ideas about

I know it has been a very busy half-term, so I thank all parents for
their continued support and for providing me with such a warm
welcome as the incoming Headteacher. Please congratulate your
children for such dedicated work and for all that they bring to the
Greenmount community. I wish you and your families a restful
half-term break and I look forward to seeing you all in November.
Yours sincerely,

school uniforms.

Miss Cox

Attendance for Week 4 7th Oct - 11th Oct 2019

EYFS and KS1
Da Vinci—96.80%
Bottcelli—97.04%
Teerlinc—97.00%
De Hooch—98.00%
Le Brun –92.00%
Constable 98.28%
Van Gogh—97.14%

KS2
Waterhouse—94.48%
Morris—99.33%
Morisot—93.08%
Chagall—98.08%
Hockney—96.33%
Ayres—95.48%
Whiteread - 95.77%
Doig—97.42%

Overall school attendance - 96.39%

Together, we nurture the future.

Reception
We have been exploring different sounds using mirrors to see the different
shapes our mouths make. We have also been experimenting with loud sounds
and quiet sounds, passing the sound on to the next person to identify the person
who was making the sound. In Maths, we have to continued compare the size of
objects. The children have been comparing their heights in groups, sorting dinosaur bones and creating the longest snakes using bricks and playdough, developing mathematical language including bigger, smaller, shorter, taller or longer.
There was great of excitement last week in reception as we found a mysterious
egg which encouraged lots of discussion. All the children have shared their ideas
and predictions about what they think could be inside the egg. We have discussed how to look after it and help it to grow. We wonder what will be inside?
Reading stars of the week: Alisha and Maddison

Year 1
We have been busy learning the days of the week and the months of the year.
In English, we have been writing sentences about our book Polar Bear, Polar Bear. The children have been working hard to
remember their capital letters, full stops and finger spaces between each word.
In Phonics, we have been revising the sounds ee, igh and oa. The children have been busy reading and writing words with
these sounds and applying these when writing sentences.
On Thursday we met our school nurse, Victoria. She taught us about the importance of washing our hands to get rid of germs.
We are now the hand washing champions of the school and are looking forward to Vicky’s return next week!

Year 2
It’s been an exciting week in Year Two, when we were joined by our Forest School Leader, who taught us how
to saw a wooden stump to make a badge, build a natural clock, make a camp fire and of course toast some
marshmallows! We have also been off to Ryde School to enjoy their Literacy Festival, with activities run by
the author Jane Porter. In English, we have been looking at poetry and writing wonderful poems based on
‘The Magic Box’ by Kit Wright and ‘What I Like’ by Gervase Phinn. The children began a new unit on measurement, practising measuring all sorts of things with rulers. In Science, Le Brun got wonderfully messy investigating natural and man-made materials and Constable investigated how to keep an ice cube warm! We have
enjoyed a fantastic week with lots of memorable experiences!

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 3
We enjoyed a fabulous trip to Stonehenge, and luckily we were blessed with good weather. Whilst there, we
visited and sketched the stones, observing the difference in size between the Sarsen stones and the Blue
stones. We discovered that the Blue stones came 240 miles from South Wales and were moved along on wooden rollers. We also visited the Iron Age houses and had time to explore the museum with an informative guide.
The day went all too quickly! The children were a pleasure to take, and were both a credit to you and the
school.
In English, we have been continuing with the theme of our trip and planning ‘Thank you’ letters to the English
Heritage branch at Stonehenge.
In Science this week, we have discussed healthy food and their food groups, focusing specifically on the different foods that they would pack in their lunchboxes. In Maths, children have been continuing to use their addition & subtraction skills, by calculating, adding and subtracting HTU by TU incorporating the inverse methods to
check their answers.

Year 4
We have thoroughly enjoyed being tour guides at our Egyptian Museums. Both classes have worked on
researching their relics, creating non-chronological reports and advertising events! This has included looking at all the persuasive techniques we can use!
In maths, we have been detectives, trying to solve a variety of word problems and multi-step problems we've tackled them all!

Both classes this week are the midst of completing an experiment to see how sugar can cause our teeth to
decay. We were all shocked by the different levels of sugar in each drink we researched and were intrigued through our observations to see what might happen over time!

Year 5
Year 5 have begun to explore a new book called ‘Black Dog’. This week we have been making predictions and
inferring characters feelings and thoughts. The book’s main theme is exploring how a family copes with fear and
Hockney Class have used this as a stimulus to create various different images of the ‘black dog’.
In Maths, Hockney and Ayres Class have been looking at a range of different addition and subtraction problems.
These problems have involved multi-steps and looking at questions in different ways.
In Science, Hockney class have begun to explore different electrical conductors and insulators and have planned
an experiment to see the best electrical conductor. The children are excited to undertake tests to find out what
the best electrical conductor is.

Together, we nurture the future.

Year 6
We have continued working on securing our knowledge of the four operations.
The children are learning formal methods of multiplying and dividing large numbers, which include decimals. They have also been solving mathematical problems related to this domain. This enables them to apply the skills they have
learned in to different contexts.
The children have analysed newspaper reports and explored the language used
by a journalist to report an event. They have used drama and freeze-frame to
further understand the feelings of the characters involved. They have been drafting reports and exploring the themes in the text.
Year 6 also met Paul Lyalls - a poet at the Literary festival. He read from his book
‘A Funny Thing Happened’ with an introduction by Michael Rosen. The book has
over 60 poems to make you laugh, wonder, remember, and see the world differently. His poetry workshop has sparked the children’s creativity.
We have been learning about the components in a circuit. The children have created different functioning circuits in their groups. Working together, they needed
to identify which component was responsible for the break in the flow of energy.
They are currently planning their explanation about why a parallel circuit might
not work and suggesting how a problem could be identified and solved.

Greenhaven
In English, some children have started creating their own political campaign leaflets, following our policy letters to the Prime Minister last week.
In science, the children completed an experiment to see what materials would float and sink.
They looked at the definition of ‘buoyant’ and they were able to make predictions. After they
completed their investigations, the children created a scientific conclusion.
In music, we played different musical instruments to see whether they would make a loud or
soft sound. Our children recognised that if they played their instruments with lots of energy,
the sound would be louder.

Together, we nurture the future.

Pre-school
It was a rainy week, but we braved the rain and enjoyed splashing in puddles, collecting
and measuring rain water and using large rollers and paintbrushes to ‘paint’ with water.
Throughout the week we have also been listening to the sounds that different instruments
make in order to try to guess what they are. We have enjoyed using our story puppets
when reading ‘Owl Babies’ and ‘The Gruffalo’, as they have helped us to retell these stories during play.
On Thursday, we visited the IW Steam Railway and used our countdown chart to work out
how many days had left until our visit!

Sports
Greenmount hosted the Ryde Under 11 Tag Rugby competition on Thursday evening. We entered 3 teams - The Greenmount Pumas, Greenmount Tigers and Greenmount Jaguars.
It was a very successful evening for our teams, with the Pumas and Jaguars facing each other in the semi-final stage having progressed from their pools as the winner and runner-up respectively. The Pumas beat the Jaguars to reach the final, where in a thrilling match they narrowly lost to Bembridge. The Tigers drew two of their pool games, but were a touch unlucky in losing others by a
single score, as these matches could have gone either way.
The Pumas now progress to the Island Finals.
"Well done to all of our players, all that hard work in PE has paid off. Keep striving to be the best that you can be in order to develop and improve your game skills."

For your diaries...
School breaks up for October Half-Term on Friday
18th October at 3pm and we return on Monday 4th
November at 8.45am

06.11.19 EYFS Information Evening 3.30pm—5pm
18.12.19 KS2 trip to The Wizard Of Oz in Chichester
19.12.19 School Christmas Dinner

Together, we nurture the future.

Change Starts With Us

National Anti-Bullying Week happens in schools across England each November. This
year's Anti-Bullying Week has the theme Change Starts With Us and is happening from
Monday 11th November - Friday 15th November 2019.
At Greenmount Primary we work hard to make sure the school is a safe and secure environment for all our children.
Small change. Big difference.
The national website reminds everyone that by making small, simple
changes, we can create safe environments for everyone. Because together, we can challenge bullying.
We hope you will support us by wearing odd socks on Tuesday 12th November and remind all parents that we hold a drop in session on Tuesday
mornings, with our Senior Leadership team if there is anything we can do
to help.

New Menu from Monday 14th October.

