
 

 

Greenmount Community Preschool         September 2019 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

Welcome back to the autumn term!  It’s been a busy summer holidays here at preschool and we hope you 
have noticed the positive change. We would like to give a warm welcome to all of our new children and their 
families. Our new recruits have settled into preschool life effortlessly and our remaining children are keen 
to help and support them. If you have any questions or queries no matter how trivial please don’t hesitate to 
ask a member of staff. 
The Preschool team consists of: 

Alexandria Heatherton Preschool Manager 

Bryony Hickey Preschool Supervisor 

Tui Clery Preschool SENCO 

Jane Parry  
 
 
Preschool Practitioners 

Maddy Parkinson 

Jodi Collett-Rogers 

Elisha Cotton 

Santa Sanyal 

Ruth Roper  

 
As some of you are aware Jodi is currently on maternity leave and will be returning to work on Monday 20th 
July 2020. On behalf of Jodi, I would like to inform you that Jodi has given birth to a baby boy named 
Logan, although he was born at only 24 weeks both Jodi and Logan are doing very well. I am sure you will all 
join me in sending Jodi, her husband Jon and baby Logan the very best of wishes.  
 
Opening times 
Just a quick reminder of Preschool’s opening times; they are as follows: 
8.50am Door opens for children 
11.50am Door opens for the end of the morning session/beginning of the afternoon session 
2.50pm Preschool closed 
If you are running late for any reason please do let us know so we can ensure your child is cared for 
appropriately. Continuous late collection will incur charges. 



 

Preschool fees 
Can we remind you to pay for any additional sessions and school dinners at the beginning of the week or 
before your child’s session please? We operate a strict adult to children ratio in preschool and we need to 
pay for staff and purchase resources on a weekly basis. If additional sessions aren’t paid for at the 
beginning of the week, I’m afraid those sessions cannot be guaranteed. Sessions still need to be paid for if 
they are not attended due to sickness or holidays (if less than 4 weeks’ notice is given) 

Our fee structure is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Settling in routine 
You may have noticed that your child has their own individual peg for all of their belongings and their own 
drawer. 
Each child also has a water bottle photo tag; please ensure that your child attaches their photograph to 
their water bottle at the beginning of each session so it is easy for them to find during their time at 
preschool. 
Your children frequently create masterpieces involving paint, pencils and other resources. We will place 
them in your child’s drawer please check and clear this weekly - you will also find termly newsletters in 
there; please read and put any dates for your diary on your calendar or in your diaries. 

Drop off and collection 
As you are aware our hallway is very small and can sometimes become very crowded and we are always trying 
to think of new ways to ease congestion. The entrance and exit route at the beginning of the day seems to 
be working well however, end of day collection can be crowded.  Please can I ask that all pushchairs continue 
to be left outside – please bring your littlest ones in with you so they aren’t left alone, or you can ‘park 
them’ near the entrance or exit points so a member of staff can keep an eye on them. Also, please make use 
of Room 1 at the end of the day to get your children ready to go home, this will help to keep the hallway 
clear at the end of the day. 

Mobile Phones   
To ensure all our children are safe we have updated our strict mobile phone policy here at preschool. All 
staff mobile phones are locked away at the start of every day and staff can only access and use their 
mobile phones during their lunch break. We have noticed a number of parents/carers using their mobile 
phones during drop off and pick up times at preschool. To support us to continue to safeguard your children 
please may we ask that your mobile phone is put away whilst you are on preschool premises and that any 
calls or messages are dealt with off-site. Thank you for your understanding and co-operation with this. 

Facebook  
We have our very own Facebook page. Only parents and carers of children currently attending the setting 
will be added as friends. No pictures or information regarding any children will be posted on to this page. 

Session 2 Year Olds 3 and 4 Year Olds 

Per Hour £4.20 £3.80 
Morning Session 8.50am-

11.50am 
£12.60 £11.40 

Afternoon Session 11.50am-
2.50pm 

£12.60 £11.40 

Full Day 8.50am-2.50pm £25.20 £22.80 



This will just act as an extra way of communication and for us to share any news or special events. All you 
need to do is search ‘Greenmount Preschool’ and then add us as a friend. 

 
Tapestry and Star Moments 
Here at Greenmount Preschool, we get as excited as you do watching your child grow and develop, and would 
like to celebrate all their achievements - whether they happen at Preschool or at home with you.  We would 
love to hear from you about the things your child enjoys or achieves at home.  It helps us to create a ‘well-
rounded’ picture of who your child really is. These ‘Star Moments’ can tell us about anything of interest 
that you’d like to share with us. For example, your child’s favourite bedtime story, the day their first tooth 
fell out, how they built a tall Lego tower. 
However, please remember that your child is unique. What he/she enjoys doing or achieves for the first time 
is personal to them and should be recognised whenever it takes place, regardless of when their friends did 
something similar. Your child’s development is not a race! We actively encourage you to share your child’s 
achievements via Tapestry and any moments shared with us on Tapestry will be celebrated on our display 
board.  
However, if you would prefer, please complete a star moment which can be found on our display board in the 
hallway and hand this to a member of staff so this can be celebrated and displayed on our display board.  
You may even find some challenges on there too!  
 
School admissions 
If your child is due to start school in September 2020 you will have been given a school admissions letter. 
This letter will explain the school admissions process and how to apply for a school for your child. All school 
applications need to be made online and completed by Wednesday 15th January 2020. If you are unable to 
complete an online application, please see a member of staff and we can assist you. 
 
First aid 
As you know children do have accidents whilst playing at preschool. We provide first aid to all accidents and 
all accidents are recorded in our accident book and we ask parents to sign to say that they have been 
notified of the accident. If you notice that your child’s name is highlighted on the register, this means they 
have had an accident and are in the accident book. We ask that you please wait to find the member of staff 
that has the accident book to sign for your child’s accident before leaving the setting. 

30 hours funding  
Don’t forget the Government are now funding 30 hours a week free childcare to children aged three and 
four years old. However, this is not available for all children and you must meet the eligibility 
requirements. To be eligible for the 30 hours all parents in the household must be working the equivalent of 
16 hours a week either at or above the national living wage or the national minimum wage up to a maximum of 
£100k a year per parent. For lone parents if that one parent works more than 16 hours and earns less than 
£100,000 per year they will be eligible. 

Please visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk to check your eligibility and to register for 30 hours childcare. If 
you find that you are eligible please let Alex know so that we can check your eligibility on our eligibility 
checker. 



Eligible children are entitled to the 30 hours funding the term AFTER their 3rd birthday. 

 

School dinners  
The cost of a school dinner is now £2.46 per meal. If your child stays with us for lunch, you can order a 
school dinner for your child. Please see a member of staff if you would like to order a school dinner for 
your child or would like a school dinner menu.  

Healthy eating 
As you are aware, we promote healthy eating through our snack cafe, twice daily. The children have fruit, 
vegetables and salad with either milk or water to drink. We would welcome contributions of fruit that 
your child enjoys. These can be left in the fruit basket in the hallway. Thank you for your continued 
support with this. 
If your child stays for lunch, they will need a named lunch box. During the warmer spells it helps to pop in 
an ice pack into the box to keep the lunch at a healthy temperature.  
Try not to put too much food in their lunch box; one thing from each of the list below will probably be 
enough as children have the opportunity for a snack at snack time during the morning and afternoon. 

Please remember we are a nut and kiwi free preschool!  

 

Clothing 
Sometimes your child will get paint, glue, mud, water, pen or food on their clothes (the list is endless). If 
they are playing outside they may get sandy, muddy or wet during their exploration and investigations. 
Please could we ask that you send them to preschool in their play clothes?  We would hate for any new or 

We are a healthy setting and with this in mind, here are some lunch ideas 

Something Savoury Something Sweet Fruit/Vegetables Drink 

Sandwiches Yogurt Banana Water 

Crackers Biscuit x1 Apple Squash 

Meats Jelly Peach Juice 

Wraps Mousse Pineapple  

Cheeses A small sweet treat (if 
needed) 

Satsuma  

Breadsticks  Grapes – please cut 
these in half 
(lengthways) 

 

Sausage Roll  Plum  

Pasta  Pear  

  Strawberries  

  Carrot/Cucumber 
Sticks 

 



special clothing to be ruined from all of their explorations (dress for mess!!). Please provide a spare set of 
clothes just in case we need to change them. These should be kept in a named bag on their peg in the 
hallway. You can purchase Greenmount Preschool T-shirts from Kids and Co; you can choose any colour for 
your child. 
If your child gets wet or has an accident you will find their clothes in their bag or on the peg alongside a 
note explaining why they were changed. Lots of children are now potty training which is great to see and we 
will fully support potty training in any way we can. To make it easier for your children to be independent 
whilst using the toilet please may we ask that you send your children to preschool in loose fitted bottoms.  

Warmer clothing 
As the weather is turning colder and wetter and we are outside in all weathers it would be really helpful if 
you could send your children to preschool with a warm, waterproof coat, a hat, a scarf and a pair of gloves 
(preferably mittens) (all named) so that they can continue to enjoy outdoor play in all weathers. We do have 
spare wellington boots and waterproof all in one suits for very wet weather but if you do have your own, 
please feel free to send these in too. Whilst we are discussing wellington boots please may we ask that your 
child has a pair of shoes that they can be changed in to when they arrive at preschool? We encourage all 
children to leave their wellies outside when have been engaged in wet and muddy play as we do we not want 
dirt or mud inside. Also, not all wellington boots offer full support for children’s feet so they should only be 
worn for short periods of time.  
 
Named items 
Preschool life is busy for your children and sometimes they are so busy playing and exploring that they 
forget to put their belongings on their pegs or in their drawers. Therefore, may we ask that all items are 
clearly labelled so that any lost items can be returned? Please note that lost property can be found on top 
of the drawers in the hallway.  

Family play sessions – free of charge. 
We are continuing to run our family play session at Ryde Bungalow (located on the same site as Ryde 
Academy). This session runs from 9.30am-11am every Monday (term time) and is accessible to children aged 
0-4years. This does not affect your child’s usual preschool sessions; these will all remain the same.  If you 
have a younger child/children or your child does not attend preschool on a Monday morning, please feel free 
to pop along and join the fun.  

Outing – IW Steam Railway 
As part of our planning and providing opportunities for your children to experience their local community 
and wider world we are planning a trip to visit the IW Steam Railway. We plan to travel to the station in 
Wootton via bus and then ride on the train to and from Smallbrook station. Unfortunately, we do not 
receive any extra money or funding to be able to offer these exciting outings and opportunities for your 
children and rely heavily on your willingness to pay towards these trips. We have been offered a reduced 
rate for the IW Steam Railway and we are able to offer this trip for £5 per child. We plan to visit the IW 
Steam Railway on Thursday 17th October, we will be leaving Preschool at 9.30am to catch the 9.45am bus 
and then the 10.18am train from Wootton. We were aiming to make it back to Preschool at 11.50am but due 
to transport timings we will not be back at Preschool until 12.30pm on this day. If you are collecting or 
dropping off your children at 11.50am please can I ask that this is changed to 12.30pm on this day.  If your 
child does not attend preschool on a Thursday morning and you would like to join us, you can meet us at 
Wootton station at approximately 10am; we will require you to stay with your child for the trip duration. 
Alternatively, you can meet us at preschool and get the bus with us to Wootton station. You will be 
responsible for your own bus and train fayre. Please complete the permission slip attached and visit Parent 



pay to pay for your child to attend. All children will need a water bottle and a healthy snack in a named bag 
or box.  If you have any questions or need support with payment, please come and see Alex and we will 
support you as best we can. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Alexandria Heatherton (Preschool Manager) 

 

Dates for your diary 

Trip to IW Steam Railway 

Thursday 17th October 

Half term (preschool closed) 

Monday 21st October – Friday 1st November 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Trip to IW Steam Railway – Thursday 17th October 

Please tick your choice below: 

 

Childs name ............................................................................................................ 

 

Please 
tick 
below 

                                            

 I give permission for Greenmount Preschool to supervise my child on a visit to and 
from IW Steam Railway and have paid £5 on parent pay towards the cost of the 
trip. 

 My child is not usually in that day, but I would like to join you with my child and will 
meet you at preschool and understand I will need to pay for my own bus and train 
fayre. 

 My child is not usually in that day, but I would like to join you with my child and will 
meet you at the station in Wootton. I understand I will need to pay for my own bus 
and train fayre. 

 I would like to volunteer as a parent/carer helper/volunteer. I understand I will 
need to pay for my own bus and train fayre. 

 

Signed...........................................................................................parent/carer 

 

Print Name...................................................................................parent/carer 

 

 


