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Dear Parents, 

I have been delighted to welcome our new Reception children to Greenmount and am 

thrilled with how they have settled in. I particularly enjoyed following them as they walked 

with their clipboards, embarking on a detective walk around the school with their class 

recording all they could see and hear! 

I know that you will be keen to receive updates regarding our recent events, including an 

overview of the topics that the children will be focussing on this term. Please find below 

some news items for your information and interest.  

Autumn Term Parents’ Evenings 

We look forward to welcoming you to our parents’ evenings next week, taking place this 

Tuesday, 17th September (3:30pm – 6pm) and Wednesday, 18th September (5pm – 7pm).  

At these important meetings, there will be an opportunity to sit with your child’s class 

teacher and look at where your child is at the beginning of the year and how we can all work 

in partnership to ensure that they reach the end of the year proud of their achievements 

and progress.  These meetings will take place again in January and April.  

There are lists outside each classroom for you to sign up for an appointment, please contact 

the office (562165 – admin@greenmount.iow.sch.uk) if you wish to make an appointment 

but can’t get to the list! 

 

PTA 

I share news of our PTA meeting scheduled for this Weds 18th at 6:30pm. This is an 

opportunity to find out more about what the PTA organises throughout the year and for 

people to join the committee. All positions are available, so if you would like to get involved, 

please do let us know. Nominations can take place on the night, or you can pick up a 

nomination form in the office to post in the box provided. We look forward to seeing you 

there next Wednesday. 

 

Parent Governors 
With the start of the new term and Year 6 leaving to move up to new schools, we find 
ourselves with two vacancies for Parent Governors at Greenmount.  These vacancies give 
parents a fantastic opportunity to learn about – and influence – the work of the governing 
body, a group of people representing all aspects of the school community who discuss and 
direct future developments. 
 
The Governors discuss a huge variety of issues, from food in school to test results, working 
with school staff to gain the best for your children. 
 
If you’re interested, but want to know more, please don’t hesitate to call in and ask us for 
further information. 
 

 

mailto:admin@greenmount.iow.sch.uk
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Sports Report: 

Our first football outing of the new season for our U11 girls team took place on Wednesday 

where we met with Dover Park and Nettlestone to compete for a place in the IW finals of 

the national Danone Cup competition. Our girls put on a battling display in both games but 

were unable to progress on this occasion. 

 

We found ourselves 3-0 down at half-time to Dover Park, but in the second half, worked 

fantastically hard in order to claw back 2 goals, both scored by Isla.  

In the second game against Nettlestone, the girls were again in battling spirit, but 

Nettlestone were a strong side and created some chances but were kept out by a string of 

great saves from Florence. Nettlestone did manage to score 3 goals to win 0-3. 

 

Greenmount demonstrated a great team performance with lots of positives and a few 

things to work on before the schools league and cup games begin. Well done girls! 
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Nuts, Eggs and Kiwi Fruit in School 

There are a growing number of children and staff throughout the school that have severe 

food allergies and the reaction they could have if they come in contact with nuts, eggs or 

kiwi may be extreme and one we can avoid, please can I ask that children refrain from 

bringing food containing any of the above into school? Thank you most kindly for supporting 

with this.  

 

Topic Overviews 

 

Reception Class 

During the first half-term we will be exploring two investigation topics. Together we will 

begin observing the changes that occur throughout autumn using storybooks, artwork and 

patterns. We will learn about animals who hibernate and make our own woodland habitats. 

We will look at the food they would have eaten and compare the vast difference in sizes 

between these fascinating extinct creatures. 

Year 1 

This half-term we will be focussing on settling the children into new routines and getting 

them used to their new environment. Our topic focus is ‘All About Me’. We will have a visit 

from the school nurse who will chat to us about looking after ourselves properly - washing 

our hands and brushing our teeth. We are always revising our phonics sounds and numbers 

to 20 and would like to thank you for supporting your children with regular reading and 

number practice at home.  

Year 2 - Home Sweet Home 

Throughout this topic, we will be looking at homes and familiar places in our locality, 
exploring the influences of time, climate and environment. The children will think about 
houses they know well and be able to identify different rooms. They will consider the 
purpose of each room and discuss the household items and furniture to be found in them. 
They will look at the differences in architecture between old and new houses.  
In Science children will identify and compare the suitability of some everyday materials and 
their uses. This scientific knowledge and understanding will then be applied to the 
construction of their own homes. Midway through the topic, the children will contextualise 
this learning by visiting Parkhurst Forest School where they can use their knowledge of 
materials to construct their own weather-proof huts! 
 
Year 3 

Year 3 children will begin the Autumn term by studying the prehistoric era of the Stone Age. 

They will begin by scrutinising and discussing the Palaeolithic rock paintings from the 

Chauvet-Pont-d’Arc Cave in France, before creating charcoal paintings. Pupils will also 

explore the local environment, discovering ‘flora and fauna’ that surrounds the school, and 

have the opportunity to forage for blackberries, before creating a tasty treat for themselves. 
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The highlight of our topic will be visiting Stonehenge to walk in the footsteps of our 

Neolithic ancestors at one of the best known prehistoric monuments in Europe. 

In Science, pupils will continue to learn about the importance of nutrition and will compare 

and contrast the diets of different animals; (including their pets) selecting ways of grouping 

them according to what they eat.  Morris Class will also visit the Waterside pool for a 10-

week block of swimming lessons. The Waterside team of qualified swimming instructors will 

deliver these lessons. (Waterhouse Class will visit the Waterside pool in the Spring term). 

Year 4 

This term Year 4 pupils will learn about the lives of the Ancient Egyptians. This will include a 

‘Dress like an Egyptian Day’ where the children will come dressed ready for a fun filled day 

of ancient activities! On this day, our local historian from the Island Heritage Centre will visit 

the children and they will explore what the Ancient Egyptians believed about ‘life after 

death’ and their ‘journey into the afterlife’.  

The children will investigate historical artefacts to find out about ‘life in Ancient Egypt’ 

during the time of the Pharaohs. They will also be creating their own Egyptian museum, 

making posters to advertise the experience, taking charge of costings and acting as 

knowledgeable tour guides. In Art, children will be learning clay techniques in order to make 

Canopic jars.  

In Science, pupils will be learning about what happens to the food we eat. They will also 

explore the role of different teeth and the importance of keeping them clean and healthy. 

We will be studying real life animal x-rays and judging by their teeth, predicting if they are 

herbivores or carnivores.  

 

Year 5 

This term our topic will be ‘Vicious Vikings’. The children will discover and learn why the 

Vikings invaded Britain. Both classes will explore where the Vikings came from and will have 

to think about why that period of British history was referred to as the Dark Ages. Children 

will have the opportunity to research whether Vikings were indeed blood thirsty, as a result 

of the various battles for the kingdom of England.  

 

Children will learn about the seven kingdoms vying to rule England and what brought about 

the treaty that allowed the Vikings to control the Northwest of England (Danelaw). Children 

will have the chance to explore what life would have been like for Vikings living in Britain 

and compare this to how their Anglo-Saxon neighbours lived; identifying similarities and 

differences between the two. As part of our topic, we will also be incorporating stories 

about Vikings into our English lessons, beginning with Beowulf. 
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Year 6 

Throughout English, we will be writing diaries, narratives, newspaper 

reports and arguments, focusing on the books entitled ‘The Arrival’ and 

‘The Island’. Our journey starts by making inferences and 

discussing what we think before practising our writing skills.  

In topic, (history and geography) we will be learning about 

WWII for the duration of this half-term. We will discover that 

WW2 took place on many continents and involved a great 

many countries, even though some weren’t directly involved 

with the fighting. We will learn about the bombing raids on 

Britain (Blitz), why some areas of a city were more likely to be bombed than others and how 

people protected themselves, at the same time thinking about how people felt when faced 

with loved ones leaving to fight in the war.    

 

 

 

 

I trust these overviews will help you to support your child at home with their learning and I 

look forward to seeing you at Parent’s Evening later this week. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Miss S Cox 

Headteacher 


