
 

Greenmount Primary School 

 

Monday, July 8th 2019

Dear Parents, 

A slightly delayed newsletter – it features the results of Sports Week; we were unable to share these with Y5 on 

Friday as they were visiting St Catherine’s Lighthouse.  Read on… 

Attendance 

Last week’s most punctual classes were de Hooch, 

Constable, Morris, Hockney and van Gogh – no 

lateness at all!  Well done to those parents and 

children – really impressive.   Elsewhere, we lost a 

total of 201 minutes of learning through children being 

late. 

Meanwhile, the best overall attendance this week 

goes again to Constable class with 99.26% - well done 

– that’s three weeks in a row!  Overall school 

attendance was 95%.   

Great behaviour and great achievement!  

This week’s certificated 

celebrities; 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Haven Campers 

The children – and staff – at the school’s specialist provision for Autistic Spectrum Condition – have had an 

extraordinary week of visits and events, including their annual school-based residential experience in tents.  

Wednesday night found more than the occasional hedgehog on the field, as children and staff pitched their tents 

for a long and relaxing night’s sleep – and they were surprised to wake up to find that they had!  Well done, 

children – what an achievement; it must have been the disco in the hall that made you all so sleepy! 



 

Space Information 

On Monday, whilst Hockney class sailed, Ayres class met Tony 
Antonelli, a retired astronaut and space shuttle pilot.  He was 
astonishingly interesting to listen to and gave the children – and 
adults – a taste of the realities of space travel.  Again, my 
thanks to Mrs Slesenger, our very enthusiastic Science lead for 
arranging and overseeing this visit.   

 

Sports Report 

On Friday 28th June Greenmount participated in the PEACH 
Games at The Bay Secondary School. PEACH is an acronym 
for Physical Education and Child Health and is a joint venture 
between the School Games Organisers and The Isle of Wight 
Council’s Public Health team. 
 
The PEACH Games sit alongside the School 
Games competitions run throughout the school 
year by the School Games Organisers Andy 
Day and our very own Tony Harris. The PEACH 
ethos is designed to provide opportunities for 
primary school aged children to lead a healthy 
lifestyle and to participate in sports and physical 
activities.  
Each school across a cluster area was asked to 
choose a sport or in some cases sports in which 
to participate and represent their cluster area. 
There are 6 primary sports cluster areas. Ryde, 
Newport, Cowes,West Wight, Ventnor and The 
Bay. There were 9 sports being contested with 
42 boys and 42 girls from each cluster making 
up the teams. 

 
 
 



 

Greenmount took on the challenge of 3 sports with 12 boys and 12 girls in the teams. U11 Basketball and U9 
Boccia and New Age Kurling which are both Para Olympic sports suitable for both able bodied and physically 
challenged athletes. 
 
Our teams had a very eventful and exciting day. Every game in every sport was played in a  competitive but 
sporting manner and with a smile, as sport should be played! 
 
The Greenmount teams had a particularly successful day and returned to school with a haul of medals; 
 
The Basketball team gained Silver Medals, the Boccia team also won Silver Medals and the New Age Kurling 
Team gained Bronze Medals. 
 
Each sport was led by young sports leaders from year 7,8,9 from the Bay Secondary School these leaders 
officiated the sports and presented the medals. Each sport was overseen by a student from the IW College and 
each area had a PE teacher or coach for them to check in with. 

 
The day was declared a great success enjoyed by everyone involved from the organisers to the athletes and will 
now become an annual event in the school games calendar, 
 
The Greenmount children were a credit to themselves and to the school.  
 
A huge WELL DONE to all of our PEACH Games athletes and the staff who accompanied them. 
 

Sports Week  

The long-awaited results are in!  This year’s Sports Week was a real festival of ability, with every child able to 
share the skills and knowledge that they’ve gained through their hard work, resilience and practice throughout 
the year. 
 
Our sports week that incorporates several individual sports days, one for each key stage and, although each 
activity is competitive, our inclusive ethos allows every child to participate and achieve success. No one 
individual is more important than the team and the team is spread throughout the school and across the key 



 

stages. Each house team comprises of players from KS1 to UKS2 all of whom contribute to the score and 
ultimate success of the team. 
 
Here’s how it works -  
 
EYFS (the Preschool and the Reception classes) hold their own games to introduce the children to the joys of 
physical activity. 
 
KS1 have a multi skills ethos focusing on the fundamentals of physical literacy. Agility, Balance, Coordination 
and Speed - all of which are the basis of all sports. The children  have a morning carousel of multi skills events 
followed by an afternoon of running races.  All are scored so every child contributes to the overall sports day 
result. 
 
KS2 have an Olympic type day comprising of 5 competitions in which every pupil can participate. The morning is 
sports based with matches in Basketball. Dodgeball. Tag Rugby and Handball. The afternoon is an athletics 
meeting where children choose 2 events in which to compete. They must however ensure that their house is 
represented across all 4 events as all competitors can score points for completing a race or event. This requires 
collaboration and teamwork and might require an athlete to drop an event in which they might normally be a 
winner to compete in another activity in which they might not be placed in order for the team to succeed.  The 
athletics for KS2 is designed so that as many children as possible can achieve a top 3 place in their chosen 
event.  
 
There are opportunities for the very athletic children to achieve success by representing the school in the many 
school games events throughout the school year. The photos of each team can be seen on the School Games 
notice board outside the school hall. 
 
The current ethos promoted within school sport by the School Games, Youth Sports Trust, Sport England and 
the government is for schools to strive to develop every child’s physical literacy to enable them to follow and 
enjoy an active lifestyle. At Greenmount, we have PE lessons and competitions structured to engage every child 
and have a firm belief that there is a sport/activity for everyone. As a primary school, we provide as many 
different experiences as we possibly can to allow each child to find the one that lights them up. 

 

The results 

Well, my goodness, it was close!  As you’ve seen 

above, each part of the school has their own set 

of competitions, scoring points for their house 

team.  Each part of the school has their own 

results, too – and here they are  

The overall scores were 

1st Yellow House 8645 points 

2nd  Blue House  8215 points 

3rd Green House 8030 points 

4th  Red House  7855 points 

Congratulations to Yellow House, just ahead at 

the end – and well done to everyone for a 

fantastic and enjoyable week (and a bit) of sport! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Triathlon Success 
 
Last week our sports teams were in action again in a Triathlon event held at Oakfield CE Primary School. 
 
The event comprised a scoot/run/bike format with the 2 scooter riders taking turns to complete a slalom course. 
They then ran to tag the first runner who raced around a 400 m running track to tag runner 2. This runner then 
tagged a cyclist who rode around the track to tag number 2 who raced around the track to the finish line to 
complete the triathlon. The teams raced in groups of 3 against a running clock.  There were 3 races in total with 
each team time added together to give an overall team time. 
 
The children chose their own discipline to compete in but were able, where possible, to change this for other 
races. 
 
Greenmount B were placed in 1st position with a time of 16.09 
 
Will Canning 
Lucas Harbour 
Carmen Menzies 
Liam Eggby 
Aden Clark 
Seth Arnold 
 
Greenmount A were 4th with a time of 16.59 
 
Ryan Rowe 
Olivia Davis 
Charlotte Nettleton 
Sophia Fairweather-Batchelor 
Isla Vodden 
Florence Singer 
 
This event was very much a team effort with every competitor contributing towards the success of the team. 
Well done to everyone on a very hot afternoon.  

 

 

 



 

Photographs 

As we’re approaching the end of term – full of photo opportunities - a reminder that, whilst you’re welcome to 

post pictures of your own children online, you can’t post pictures of other people’s children without their 

expressed permission. 

Also a reminder that the class, group and this year a whole school photograph are available to buy – the 

deadline for orders is this Wednesday, July 10th to ensure that they can get to you by the end of term. 

 
Year 6 All Island Safety Day 

 

On Wednesday, every child in year 6 attended a Safety Event at 

1Leisure/Medina College that was arranged for all children in Year 

6 across the Island by Ben Rouse, former High Sheriff. The event 

consisted information, discussion and practical advice about 8 

safety-related issues.  

 

The children learned about how to keep themselves 

safe on the bus, a bike, a building site, the beach, a 

farm and at home. In addition to this, they learned 

how to perform CPR and were given safety information 

regarding knife crime. The children thoroughly enjoyed this 

experience. They asked relevant questions about their safety 

concerns as they prepare for secondary school.   

It was an 

informative 

experience for 

everyone and the 

children were 

real ambassadors 

for the school. 

 



 

Platform One  

 

Key Stage Two were in 

for a treat on 

Wednesday, when a 

band of tutors from 

Platform One Music 

College called in as part 

of their tour to play for 

them – and to discuss 

the instruments, how to 

begin playing them and 

all sorts of other top-tips 

from the commercial music 

industry.  It was a really good 

performance – almost as if Ed 

Sheeran was actually here!  

The band then spent half an 

hour with a number of budding 

musicians from Greenmount, 

before sweeping off in a van 

to continue their tour.   

 

 

 

PTA News 

 

Thank you to everyone who made Friday’s Summer 

Fayre such an enjoyable, friendly and relaxed event.  

There was plenty to do and to see, there were plenty of 

winners and everyone seemed to have a great time!  

Particular thanks to Laura Holme for the extraordinary 

amount of hard work and dedication behind the scenes 

and to all of her helpers who made it happen on the 

day – it’s hugely appreciated!  The fayre raised over 

£1,000, all of which will go towards improving your 

children’s experience of school. 

Well done to everyone who entered the bake off, the 

WI ladies were very impressed with the amount of 

entries and quality of cashes, made there job very 

difficult in judging. The winners were Freya Downing 

(pictured) and Arthur Allen. We’re all looking forward to 

seeing you on GBBO in the future! 



 

 

Lastly the 5p challenge is set to finish on weds, so make sure you get all those 5p's in, and the winning class will 

be getting a special picnic at the playground picnic on the last day of term. 

 

 

 

PTA 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts Week  

 

A reminder that this week will see all of the children at Greenmount taking part in performing arts activities, 

ranging from acting under professional direction to circus skills.  The children from Year 1 upwards have been 

preparing for this for some time and will be performing for parents and families from Tuesday afternoon – see 

the timetable below. As in previous years, there are no tickets required for these brief performances – just come 

along and admire their skills! 

 

 



 

Performances:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 8th July EYFS and Greenhaven Workshops for children 

during the day  

Tuesday 9th July Years 5 & 6 

Macbeth 

Performance in hall from 

3.15 – 4.00pm 

Wednesday 4th July Years 3 & 4 

 

Performance in hall from 

3.15 – 4.00pm 

Thursday 5th July Years 1 & 2 

 

Performance in hall from 

3.15 – 4.00pm 

 

What to wear on the day: 

SPLATS Theatre Company have asked if all children could arrive at school wearing plain black clothing 

which they can wear for the day.  They will be wearing these clothes for the actual play itself after 

school.  If clothing has writing or images on, then they will need to be worn inside out.    Usually, children 

will be bare foot in order to be silent whilst working their way around the stage as various characters. 

How the day will start: Children will take part in an assembly in the morning during which they will be 

introduced to the director of the play along with the themes, characters and setting.  The day will then 

progress with the children working in groups; they will have many tasks to complete based around the play 

– acting, dancing, prop making, coaching, line learning and much more – and all within the day.  Children in 

EYFS and Greenhaven will follow a slightly different schedule based on their activities for the day. 

We are very much looking forward to this great Greenmount event– with everyone involved, you can 

imagine the excitement already building in all classrooms. You are invited to come and watch the play at 

the end of the school day without additional cost.   

Once again, we would like to thank you for your continued support and look forward to seeing you during 

Arts Week on the day your child/children will be performing. 

 

School meals  

 

We have been notified by Caterlink (the school’s catering company) that the price of a child’s meal will rise to 

£2.05 each day from the beginning of the autumn term – still representing really good value for money and still 

buying delicious and nutritionally balanced food lovingly prepared on the premises.  



 

 

 Whilst we’re talking about school meals, can I remind you that, if you are in receipt of certain benefits/Universal 

Credit, you may well be entitled to Free School Meals.  This has the additional benefit of triggering well over 

£1,000 that she school can put to good use to 

support your child.  

Mardi Gras –  

And finally, a huge thanks to all of the children, 

parents and staff who made last Saturday’s 

Mardi Gras performance such a joy to leap 

around in – and apparently a treat to watch.  The 

children were really good ambassadors for 

Greenmount, dancing and singing their way to 

the bottom of the hill and smiling through the heat 

haze!  Special thanks to Mrs Wood and Mrs 

Butler for leading the way and using up all of their 

energy!  Discussions are already underway to 

make sure next year sees an even better display!

 

 



 

Have a good week.     

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard May  

Head teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates for your diaries  

8.7.19   Arts Week  Monday EYFS and Green Haven 

     Tuesday Years 5 and 6 

     Wednesday Years 3 and 4 

     Thursday Years 1 and 2 

11 – 12.7.19  Y6 transition visit to secondary schools 

12.7.19   Move Up Day, with meet the teacher sessions at 9am for parents 

12.7.19  Cake Sale in support of Jamboree 2020 – details to follow 

15.7.19  Reading Challenge Launch assembly 

RE Day 

18.7.19  Y6 leavers’ party (4 – 6.15pm) and KS2 Disco (5.15 – 6.15pm) 

19.7.19  Y6 leavers’ assembly at 9.15 

   Celebration picnic and presentations, starting at midday – all welcome! 

 

School closes at 2pm on Friday, 19th July for the summer break, reopening at 8.45am on Wednesday, 
September 4th 2019 (for KS 1 and 2) and Friday, September 6th (for EYFS) 
 
(Monday, 22nd July, Monday, 2nd September and Tuesday, 3rd September are staff development days) 
 
 

  



 

 

 
  

 

It’s back! 

13th July 2019 

 
In all Island libraries 


