Greenmount Primary School

Monday, July 15th 2019
Dear Parents,
Well, it’s likely that this will be the last newsletter that I write as head teacher – a weekly joy that I’ll
surely miss in September, along with many, many other aspects of life at Greenmount! I can’t believe
how quickly this year – and especially this term – has flown past and that we’re now starting the last
week. So much has been achieved by the children this year and they’re all more than ready for next
year’s challenges as the transition days to secondary schools and our own move up day have shown.
It’s been an absolute pleasure to have been the head of Greenmount for such a long time and a
privilege to lead it through all of the changes over the last 20 years – from a small 5 class school in
one place to a bigger 15 class school in another. There are many aspects of the job that I’ve enjoyed,
but the main one is getting to know so many children, all of whom have been brilliant, and their
parents. Thank you for your support, good humour and patience over this year – it’s been much
appreciated.
To quote my recently resigned namesake, Theresa (Theresa May – I’m not called Theresa…) – ‘I will
shortly leave the job that it has been the honour of my life to hold’! However, unlike the Prime Minister,
we do know who the next head teacher at Greenmount will be – Miss Cox spent another day with us
on Friday, and we talked through many plans to carry on making the school as good, as safe and as
happy as it can possibly be. Having been a part of the story for so many years, I don’t think I’ll lose
interest in what happens – I’ll watch progress with interest!

Attendance
Last week’s most punctual classes were de Hooch, Hockney, Whiteread and van Gogh – no
lateness at all! Well done to those parents and children – really impressive. Elsewhere, we lost a
total of 184 minutes of learning through children being late.
Meanwhile, the best overall attendance this week goes again to Constable class with 99.63%; well
done – that’s an astonishing four weeks in a row! Overall school attendance was 96.92%.

Great behaviour and great achievement!
No certificates this week due to move up day, but
look at the success of these two champion growers!
I’ve never seen Mr Evans look so impressed – well
done, Regan and Tilly Griffiths!

Lollies through the fence
Two things last week were brought to my attention
around the security of the school and safety of the
children
One was that a parent slipped ice lollies through the
school’s perimeter fence to her child on Friday.
Please don’t do this; whilst I can understand the
temptation to treat a hot child, it causes no end of difficulties after the event with other children. The
children have access to water whenever they need it and are encouraged to use the - admittedly few –
shady spots on the field when it’s hot.

Dogs outside school
The second one involved the tying up and leaving of dogs at the front of the school. Recent events –
involving a dog biting someone on two separate occasions – have led the governors to discuss in
depth the issues surrounding leaving dogs tied up by the entrance to the school. This raised several
concerns around insurance and public safety and they spent time talking to the Local Authority (as
we’re one of their schools) to make sure that they are doing the right things to ensure the safety of
everyone involved.
They have asked me to pass on their decision that dogs can no longer be tied up and left
unattended at the front of the school site – and they still can’t be brought on to the site or into the
building. The only exception to this is if the dogs are ‘working animals’, for instance guide or therapy
dogs. Whilst I know that this will make things difficult for a small number of parents, the events of the
last few weeks have highlighted the risks – especially to children - and the school just can’t take them.

Sports Report
On Wednesday afternoon we fielded 4
dodge ball teams to participate in a festival
of dodge ball with Dover Park. The teams
were selected from year 5 and 6 players
who have enjoyed playing the sport in PE
or at the after school clubs.

This was a festival for children to have fun and
just enjoy playing, with every team having 4
games.
The event was led by 6 of our fantastic year 6
sports leaders who officiated and managed
the event. Throughout the afternoon the
leaders were also busily spotting players who
were demonstrating the core values of the
school games; passion, self-belief, honesty,
team work, determination and respect.
Children were awarded stickers accordingly
and most went home with a flurry of awards.

Well done to all of our players and a huge
well done to our sports leaders who led the
event, the adults were redundant due to
your amazing leadership and officiating
skills!
Darcey Simpson-Kelly
Kanye Adams
Jack Ronan
Jayden Pocock
Freddy Arkless
Callum Rees
Evie Dilk

Arts Week
Last week’s performing arts focus
allowed all of the children at
Greenmount to access high
quality direction for their acting
skills. Each day saw a different
part of the school performing to
their friends and families – I’ve
never seen the hall so full (or been
so hot)! Many thanks for your
support of this week – it was really
worth the £4 that it cost each child
to take part – they gained so much
from their participation. Here are
a few highlights – plenty more to
come on the website…

School meals
A reminder that the price of a child’s meal will rise to £2.05 each day from the beginning of the autumn
term – still representing really good value for money and still buying delicious and nutritionally
balanced food lovingly prepared on the premises.

Key Stage 2 Disco (5.15 – 6.15) and Leavers Party (4 – 6.15) – Thursday, July 18th
A reminder that Year 6’s leavers’ party is on Thursday, beginning at 4pm. The children will need to go
home at the normal time and return, dressed ready to party at 4. The first part of the evening is just for
them – there have been letters detailing this, but please come in and ask if you’re not sure what’s
needed.
The rest of KS2 (Years 3, 4 and 5) are very welcome to join them at 5.15 for the end of term disco,
which will finish at 6.15pm – when they all need to go home and get a good night’s sleep, ready for
Friday. For the disco, you’ll need to fill in a slip – one will come home with the children tomorrow – so
that we know what’s happening after the dancing and how they are all getting home. Please send the
slips in to the office before Thursday.

PTA News
As we come to the last week of the school year, so too is our last lot of fundraising. The last couple of
weeks you have all been busy bringing in your 5p's!
After quite a lot of counting we have raised a massive £423 across the school!
Now as I'm sure you are aware the class with the most coins will be receiving a picnic (on Thursday,
July 18th)
So the totals were
Botticelli
Da Vinci
De Hooch
Teerlinc
Constable
Le Brun
Morris
Waterhouse
Chagall
Morisot
Ayres
Hockney
Whiteread
Doig
Van Gogh

£15-45
£13-25
£30-10
£64-45
£79-45
£23-15
£21-00
£28-30
£50-95
£28-35
£14-95
£18-50
£8-35
£26-15
£0.60

So with great pleasure we will be providing Constable Class with a picnic on Thursday - they made a
huge effort!
But not only that, all the children in the school will be getting a nice cool treat on that last day to say
thank you too.
Well done, everyone - £423 to spend on wonderful things!
PTA

Celebration Picnic
Speaking of picnics, it’ll soon be time for the traditional end of term picnic – hopefully on the field in the
lovely sunshine! This is quite an event each year, featuring some presentations, some dancing and
the all-important release of Y6 into their futures, equipped with a dictionary and all of our best wishes.
The presentations begin at midday and are followed this year with some entertainment whilst families
eat together with their children (they’ll be sitting with their teachers to begin with, and will join you once
‘proceedings’ are over). Please come along if you can – and bring your children’s lunch with you! For
any children who’ll be without parents and family on Friday lunchtime, the staff will of course make
sure that they have just as good a time, but please send in a packed lunch for them to eat, if you know
you’re not coming. School finishes at 2pm on Friday and there is no after school club on the last
day.

Have a good final week.
Yours sincerely

Richard May
Head teacher
Dates for your diaries
18.7.19
19.7.19

Y6 leavers’ party (4 – 6.15pm) and KS2 Disco (5.15 – 6.15pm)
Y6 leavers’ assembly at 9.15
Celebration picnic and presentations, starting at midday – all welcome!

School closes at 2pm on Friday, 19th July for the summer break, reopening at 8.45am on
Wednesday, September 4th 2019 (for KS 1 and 2) and Friday, September 6th (for EYFS)
(Monday, 22nd July, Monday, 2nd September and Tuesday, 3rd September are staff development
days)

