Greenmount Primary School
Friday, 26th April 2019
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to what promises to be a hard-working but event-filled and memorable summer term.
There is much in store for the children and staff have worked hard over the break to make sure that
everything is planned and ready. Although it’s only been a four day week, everyone has hit the ground
running and we’ve already achieved a great deal; the children all seem to have had a restful break,
judging by their energy levels!
Attendance
This week’s most punctual classes were da Vinci, Botticelli, Teerlinc, Hockney, Doig and van Gogh –
no lateness at all!
Well done to those parents and children – really impressive. Across the rest of the school, we lost 279
minutes through children being late.
Meanwhile, the best overall attendance this week goes to Hockney class with an impressive 100% well done! Overall school attendance was 96.39%.
Great behaviour and great achievement!
This week’s
certificated
celebrities…

Space Camp
Last night was an extraordinary one at Greenmount, with 30 children
from Year 5 choosing to stay overnight! They camped in the school
hall and took part in a range of space-related activities, led by Mrs
Slesenger, Mr Evans and Mrs Butler.

Their focus was the Solar System, but their investigations
led
them much further afield and were the first steps in
astronaut training. Their space journey continued this
morning, after a hearty breakfast provided by the PTA as
they took part in more activities and reflected on their
learning from the night before.
The highlights (apart from the midnight feasts) were the
talk and practical activities led by experts from the Island
Astronomical Society who led them on a virtual tour of the
night sky and then seeing the real thing spread out above
the school field, complete with constellations, planets and
the International Space Station. A really
inspiring camp – thanks to the commitment of
the parents and children, experts and staff.
My thanks especially to Mrs Slesenger for
her passionate pursuit of Science and her
efforts in partnership with the Ogden Trust to
ensure the best opportunities for
Greenmount.

Once they’ve recovered, the children will be working
on an assembly, which hopefully can be shared with
their parents and friends across the school –I’ll let you
know when they’re ready!

In other space-related news, we’re
excitedly looking forward to an
assembly about the Moon on May
23rd, complete with moon rocks for
us to see…

Parentapp – coming soon!
Back to Earth-bound technology, and
as you’ll know, the school is about to
launch an App that will provide you
with instant access to term dates,
event information, school news and much more. It will also link directly to policies, news and
information on our website.
Additionally, you’ll be able to view and submit consent forms and surveys, receive secure documents
and report absences directly from within the app. It also enables you to invite additional family
members to download the app, ensuring that the right people have access to important information
regarding your child’s school experience.
The school will be using the app to send out direct and group messages to parents as necessary –
this will replace the existing text and email service. Messages are sent out via push notifications

and will be sent directly to your smart device for you to read at any time. The system also has the
ability to send direct SMS and email that we may also use.
The app is, of course, fully secure and GDPR compliant; in order to access it you will need to be
invited via email or letter. If you wish to receive an invitation providing access to the app, then please
complete and return the form below – ironically paper-based – to the office as soon as possible. You
will then receive an invitation from Parentapps with further instructions on downloading and accessing
the app; this will include their privacy notice which provides information on how you can control your
personal data.
We’re preparing to launch this service over the next few weeks and it will be in place by the time we
close for the half term break on May 24th. After half term, we will no longer be using the current
texting or emailing service. If you have yet to sign up for the App, or have questions to ask about
how it will work, please get in touch soon; I’d hate anyone to miss information if there’s no App and the
texts suddenly dry up!
Summer Term Parents’ Evenings
A reminder that this term’s parents’ evenings are next Tuesday, April 30th (3.30 – 6pm) and
Wednesday, May 1st (5 – 7pm). At these important meetings, there’ll be an opportunity to sit with
your child’s class teacher and look at where your child is as we begin the last term of the academic
year. The discussion will be about what we both need to do to ensure that they reach the end of the
year fully equipped to move on. It would be useful for your child to come to these meetings, too.
There are lists outside each classroom for you to sign up for an appointment next week – please
contact the office (562165 – info@greenmount.iow.sch.uk) if you wish to make an appointment but
can’t get to the list! Imagine how wonderful it will be to do this via an App in future!
I look forward to seeing you there.
Uniform, PE kits, water bottles and mobile phones
Your child’s school uniform is an essential item. It will give them a sense of identity and belonging,
and enhances the equality of children in the school. Children are encouraged to take pride in their
school and in their appearance, and we encourage them to care for both. Here’s a reminder of uniform
items, as we move into the summer and shorts or summer dresses might be being purchased
Boys:
Grey/black school trousers or shorts, green sweatshirt with school logo, yellow polo shirt with school
logo, grey socks and black shoes
Girls:
Grey/black skirt, pinafore or school trousers, green sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo, yellow polo
shirt with school logo, grey/white socks or grey/black tights and black shoes. Summer option: green
and white striped or checked summer dress with white socks.

P.E. Kit: (in any named bag)
Black shorts & green sports shirt with school logo, trainers.
No form of jewellery should be worn other than stud earrings which MUST be removed on P.E days
and a watch.
Please make sure that all items are named.
The PTA has a range of second-hand uniform at remarkable prices – please let us know if you’d like a
browse…
Another item that the children need in school is a reusable water bottle. Last year, we agreed with you
that the school’s provision of water bottles for classroom use could be improved if parents provided
one that could be taken home, cleaned, refilled with fresh water (only) and brought back the following
day. As the summer now seems imminent, can I remind you that – more than ever - children will
need a water bottle in school? We will continue of course to provide cooled and filtered water for
them to top up, but it really helps if they have a container to use.
A reminder, too that mobile phones should not be used by children whilst on site. These must be
given to their class teachers on arrival.
Thank you for your continued support and understanding.
Have a good weekend.
Yours sincerely

Richard May
Head teacher
Dates for your diaries
29.4.19
30.4.19
1.5.19
2.5.19
6.5.19
7.5.19
10.5.19
13 – 16.5.19
20.5.19
23.5.19

Cricket Festival for Years 3 and 5
Parents’ Evening, between 3.30 – 6pm
Parents’ Evening, between 5 – 7pm
Y2 assessments begin
Bank Holiday - school closed
Y5 visiting Osborne House – details to follow
New Entrants (September 19) Stay and Play session – 3.30-4.30
Y6 SATs week
RE Day
Moon rock visiting school for presentation

School closes at 3pm on Friday, 24th May for the half term break, reopening at 8.45am on Monday, 3rd
June 2019
3 – 5.6.19
4.6.19
5.6.19
10.6.19
14.6.19
24 – 28.6.19

29.6.19
1.7.19
2.7.19
5.7.19
8.7.19

11 – 12.7.19
12.7.19
15.7.19
18.7.19
19.7.19

Y6 residential visit to Lodge Hill
Y5 visit to The Globe Theatre
Y4 Country Dancing Festival
Y1 Phonic Screen week
Group/class photographs
Sports Week Monday
Reception classes
Tuesday
Years 5 and 6
Wednesday Years 3 and 4
Friday
Years 1 and 2
Midsummer Mardi Gras, setting off at 3pm
Annual reports sent home
Health and Safety Day
PTA Summer Fayre – 3-6pm
Arts Week
Monday
EYFS and Green Haven
Tuesday
Years 5 and 6
Wednesday Years 3 and 4
Thursday
Years 1 and 2
Y6 transition visit to secondary schools
Move Up Day
RE Day
Y6 leavers’ party and KS2 Disco
Y6 leavers’ assembly at 9.15
Celebration picnic and presentations, starting at midday – all welcome!

School closes at 2pm on Friday, 19th July for the summer break, reopening at 8.45am on Wednesday,
September 4th 2019 (for KS 1 and 2) and Friday, September 6th (for EYFS)
(Monday, 22nd July, Monday, 2nd September and Tuesday, 3rd September are staff development days)

