
 

Greenmount Primary School 

Friday, 29th March 2019 

Dear Parents, 

Attendance 

This week’s most punctual classes were da Vinci, Botticelli, dew Hooch, Teerlinc, Le Brun, Morris, 

Hockney, Ayres, Whiteread and van Gogh – no lateness at all! 

Well done to those parents and children – really impressive.  Across the rest of the school, we lost 156 

minutes of learning time through children being late. 

Can I ask parents of children who are old enough to make their own way to school in years 5 and 6 to 

give them a gentle reminder that doors are open from 8.35am and we’d like them all at a desk by 

8.45am?  It must be the nicer weather, but we seem to be having quite a few children sauntering in 

later than they should! 

Meanwhile, the best overall attendance this week goes to Chagall class with 99.67% - well done!  

Overall school attendance was 93.71%.   

Great behaviour and great 

achievement! 

This week’s certificated celebrities…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

East Dene Visit – Year 4 and Green Haven 

 

 

 

 

The children from Year 4 and from Green Haven have had a really wonderful, sun-kissed few days 

away at East Dene, the residential centre in Bonchurch and have returned this afternoon refreshed 

and invigorated!  They all took part in a number of activities and trips – but I’m reliably informed that 

the best bit was the staying overnight!  Well done. Children – and huge thanks to Mrs Butler, Mrs 

Woodford, Miss Howard, Miss Carpenter and all of the staff who took them and gave up their valuable 

sleep to ensure success! 

New School Website – and forthcoming App 

Today sees the launch of the school’s revised website.  This has taken a considerable amount of time 

to get to the point where we feel it will really improve the content and navigation, making it possible for 

everyone to find what they’re looking for and need to know quickly and easily; my thanks to the staff 

and consultants who have worked on this – especially to Alison Lockey, the school’s IT guru.  The 

address is the same – www.greenmount.iow.sch.uk – do nip along and have a look, once it’s live and 

let us know what you think.  The school will launch the new Greenmount App shortly after the spring 

break, so if you have yet to register for this, please send the forms back soon.  The current 

arrangement with Teachers 2 Parents (for text messages and emails) will cease when the App is 

launched, so you’ll stop getting those useful texts if you haven’t signed up… 

Cars! 

Almost the first thing that the new website was used for today was a local resident registering a 

complaint about the number of cars used by parents and parked for hours near their property with the 

engines running.  He has a point – there’s now a host of research outlining the dangers of air pollution 

near to schools and apparently some parents are leaving their engines running whilst waiting for the 

end of the day.   

He suggested that we use part of the field to park cars on – not a bad idea, and one that we have as a 

school suggested ourselves to the IoW Council.  However, this has not yet happened for various 

reasons.   

http://www.greenmount.iow.sch.uk/


 

In the meantime, can I ask you to be considerate of the neighbours (and of course of your children’s 

health) when travelling to and from school?  The weather is really beautiful and walking is so much 

better for the environment and for health.  The email also lists unhappiness with verbal abuse, being 

blocked in and the school’s perceived less than positive impact on the local community, all of which is 

saddening. Please make sure that you’re not blocking anyone’s access to their homes when 

dropping off or picking up children. 

 

Sports Report 

A late KO for the cup final saw us play Wootton in 
the twilight match of the day. 
 
In a very enjoyable and hard fought match it was 
Greenmount who took an early lead through a well 
taken Darcey goal following a great through ball 
from Ray. 
 
1-0 

 
 
The game then opened up and Wootton nearly 
equalised when a shot rolled tantalisingly across 
our goal and luckily past the post. Both teams 
produced some good attacks but both defensive 
units dealt with everything thrown at them. Ray, 
Liana and Florence were strong and resolute 
defenders and with Evie in goal we looked 
secure. However Wootton equalised with a 
great shot.  
 
 

 
1-1 
 
The second half was played out in a very similar pattern to the first half and again we looked strong 
defensively, making good tackles and with some good goal keeping from Evie. Hettie and Charlotte 
were supporting well making decisive tackles and passes in midfield. Isla and Darcey caused Wootton 
problems up front and we had a few good goal scoring opportunities which produced either good 
saves or saw the ball fizz just wide. But in the final minutes Darcey latched onto the loose ball to fire 
home.  



 

2-1 
 
After that Wootton pushed forward for the equaliser but we 
managed the game well and played out the last minutes for 
a hard-fought win and make ‘Greenmount History’ as the 
first girls team to win a football trophy!  
 
“A fantastic performance from every player today. Either 
side could have won this game and our girls showed great 
strength of character to win. Well played and 
congratulations to all of our players and for their families for 
supporting them” 
 
Mr Harris 
 

In other sporting news 

 

 

Bethany Kinnaird and Charlotte Ade (and 

their ponies) took part in a dressage 

competition this week; they both performed 

really well, and Bethany was delighted to be 

placed second with her pony, Brambles.  

Congratulations, girls – and animals! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Revised End Of Day Arrangements – Y4, 5 and 6 

You’ll no doubt be aware that the end of the day is something of a squeeze in the library area and 

corridors/cloakrooms in Key Stage 2.  We have discussed this recently as a staff and we’re making the 

following changes to try to make sure that children can leave their classrooms in as orderly a fashion 

as possible after a long day’s learning.  From now on, the children in Morisot, Chagall, Hockney and 

Ayres classes will collect their belongings from the cloakrooms before the end of the school day, 

returning to class to complete their learning and then being released through the external classroom 

doors only into your waiting arms.   

The children in Year 6 have no external doors to their classrooms, so they will emerge at 3pm to 

collect their belongings and make their way through the door at the side of the building, as they 

currently do. 

Can I remind all parents that – even with these adjustments – the school’s corridors are really 

congested at the beginning and end of the day and it really helps not to have parents in them?  Please 

can you wait for your children outside their classrooms and walk around the outside of the 

building of collecting children from more than one area?  Thank you for your patience and 

understanding. 

Can I also ask the parents of children in Years 5 and 6 whose children have mobile phones to remind 

them not to use them until they are off the school site?  Please resist phoning them at 3pm on the 

dot and tempting them to whip their phones out. 

PTA News 

The Mother’s Day Craft Sessions went well and we look forward to doing a similar one for Father's 
Day, Big Thank you to Jemma Ratcliff and her helpers. 
 
The final preparations are happening for the School Disco on Thurs 4th, 
permission slips and money needs to be in on Monday (to make sure we 
have enough goodies for the children). We've already had a lot coming in, 
so it should be a great afternoon. 
 
If anyone can help at either of the discos it would be gratefully appreciated; 

let us know through Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/704866179710303/  

or leave a note at the office and we'll get in touch. 

 
We look forward to seeing the children at next week's disco, busting some moves and having lots of 
fun. 
 
PTA  
  

Community Safety Partnership survey 2019 

  

Island residents are being asked to complete a short survey about their thoughts on local crime priorities for the 

Island. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/704866179710303/


 

The online survey has been launched by the Isle of Wight Community Safety Partnership (CSP) and seeks 

views from everyone living and working on the Island. 

  

The survey can be completed at the following link:  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CommunitySafety2019   

  

Survey start date: midday Monday 18 March 

Survey end date: 5pm on Friday 30 April. 

  

Visit Isle of Wight Community Safety webpages www.iwight.com/communitysafety 

  

Mardi Gras 

Earlier this week, letters fluttered out of school to give you 

information about this year’s parade at the end of June.  When we 

launched the theme and costume designs in 

assembly on Tuesday, the vast majority of 

children seemed very keen to take part – 

although we then looked at the stunning 

poncho designs by all of Year 4 – so by the 

end of assembly they may have forgotten 

the details!  If your children – or you – wish 

to take part in the parade, please return the 

form sent home – and the £5 

(a rare cash moment) by the 

end of term, April 5th. 

 

Have a good weekend.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard May 

Head teacher 

 

Dates for your diaries  

1.4.19   RE Day 
4.4.19   PTA Easter Disco  Reception and KS1 – 3-4pm 
      KS2 – 4.15-5.15pm – details to follow 
5.4.19   Deadline for Mardi Gras registration 
 
School closes at 3pm on Friday, 5th April for the Spring break, reopening at 8.45am on Tuesday, 23rd 
April 2019 (following Bank Holiday Monday) 
 
25.4.19  Y5 Space Camp – details to follow 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CommunitySafety2019
http://www.iwight.com/communitysafety


 

29.4.19  Cricket Festival  
30.4.19  Parents’ Evening, between 3.30 – 6pm 
1.5.19   Parents’ Evening, between 5 – 7pm 
2.5.19   Y2 assessments begin 
6.5.19   Bank Holiday - school closed 
7.5.19   Y5 visiting Osborne House – details to follow 
10.5.19  New Entrants (September 19) Stay and Play session – 3.30-4.30 
13 – 16.5.19  Y6 SATs week 
20.5.19  RE Day 
23.5.19  Moon rock visiting school for presentation 
 
School closes at 3pm on Friday, 24th May for the half term break, reopening at 8.45am on Monday, 3rd 
June 2019 
 
3 – 5.6.19  Y6 residential visit to Lodge Hill  
4.6.19   Y5 visit to The Globe Theatre  
5.6.19   Y4 Country Dancing Festival 
10.6.19  Y1 Phonic Screen week 
14.6.19  Group/class photographs 
24 – 28.6.19  Sports Week  Monday Reception classes  
     Tuesday Years 5 and 6 

     Wednesday Years 3 and 4 

     Friday  Years 1 and 2 

29.6.19  Midsummer Mardi Gras, setting off at 3pm 

1.7.19   Annual reports sent home 

2.7.19   Health and Safety Day 

5.7.19   PTA Summer Fayre – 3-6pm 

8.7.19   Arts Week – details to follow 

11 – 12.7.19  Y6 transition visit to secondary schools 

12.7.19   Move Up Day 

15.7.19  RE Day 

18.7.19  Y6 leavers’ party and KS2 Disco 

19.7.19  Y6 leavers’ assembly at 9.15 

   Celebration picnic and presentations, starting at midday – all welcome! 

 

School closes at 2pm on Friday, 19th July for the summer break, reopening at 8.45am on Wednesday, 
September 4th 2019 (for KS 1 and 2) and Friday, September 6th (for EYFS) 
 
 
(Monday, 22nd July, Monday, 2nd September and Tuesday, 3rd September are staff development days) 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  


