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Speaking and Listening at Greenmount Primary School 
 

1. Introduction 
 
We believe speaking and listening to be fundamental to the achievement of the children at 
Greenmount Primary School through all activities that go on in the classroom and other learning 
environments: the taught curriculum, the hidden curriculum, playtimes and lunchtimes, extra-
curricular activities and the whole ethos of the school.  Respectful and productive relationships 
between all who form part of the school community are crucial aspects of this ethos.  As a staff, we 
therefore foster good communication amongst ourselves and with our pupils, their parents and 
carers, and with the wider community.  We place a high priority on supporting the development of 
good speaking and listening skills amongst our pupils. 
 
Our Literacy planning identifies four areas which we should plan for in order to promote appropriate 
skills amongst their pupils: speaking, listening, group discussion and interaction and drama.   
 

2. Aims for speaking and listening 
 
During their time at Greenmount Primary School, we aim that children should become fluent and 
confident communicators, increasingly matching their style and responses to their purpose and 
audience.  The skills of speaking and listening are therefore included in the key expectations for each 
phase. 
 
Children should: 

 Be encouraged to speak with confidence, clarity and fluency 

 Recognise the value of listening 

 Be encouraged to have the self-esteem to be confident in the value of their own opinions and 
to be able to express them to others 

 Be able to adapt the use of language for a range of different purposed and audiences, including 
using Standard English 

 Learn to converse, sustain a logical argument and respond to others appropriately 

 Be encouraged to concentrate, interpret and respond appropriately to a wide range of listening 
experiences 

 Be prepared to be open-minded, to value the contribution of others and to take account of 
their views 

 Appreciate the diversity of languages, dialects and accents in the school and value the 
experience and contributions of children with a wide variety of linguistic backgrounds 

 Develop empathy through drama 
 

2.1. Speaking and Listening in the curriculum 

 

Good speaking and listening are fundamental to good learning.  From the first days in school, 

speaking and listening play a large part in a child’s progress in all curriculum areas and teachers plan 

to develop these skills in a wide variety of ways. 

The skills of speaking and listening are the foundation for the development of the higher order skills 

or group interaction and discussion, or collaboration.  Speaking, listening and collaboration form 

part of the curriculum in all subject areas.   
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Amongst the activities planned for are: 

 Circle time 
 Show and tell 
 Story time 
 Preparation for writing 
 Visiting speakers 
 Brainstorming ideas 
 Giving and receiving instructions 
 Paired work on the computer 
 Practical maths activities 
 Problem solving in Maths 
 Group science experiments 
 Constructions in DT 

 
We recognise the importance of verbalising thoughts as a means of learning and plan for children to 
have opportunities to discuss and formulate their ideas before committing them to paper.  These 
opportunities can take place in a while class situation, with a partner, or in a small group.   
 

2.2. Speaking and Listening outside the taught curriculum 

 
Children spend a large amount of time in school outside of taught lessons and we are keen to 
promote opportunities to develop their speaking and listening skills at all times. 
 
Some of the ways in which we aim to develop these skills are through: 
 

 Assemblies 
 School council meetings 
 Enrichment events 

 

2.3. Drama 

 
Involvement in drama provides children with powerful means of expressing themselves and 
developing their ideas and understanding in a wide variety of situations and curriculum areas. 
 
We stress the integration of the skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing, drama activities are 
used throughout the school in Literacy units and across the curriculum.  These range from using hot-
seating to develop insights into character, through to scripting and performing plays.   
 

2.4. Conclusion 

 
We regard the development of good speaking, listening and collaborative skills as fundamental to 
the achievement of children who attend Greenmount Primary School.  It is our belief that by 
teaching these key skills, we are equipping our children for life and work within secondary school 
and beyond.  Moreover, at the same time we are promoting the development of positive 
relationships and social skills,that will enable these same children to lead fulfilled lives. 
 


